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Technology  and  tradition: 
easy  partners 

The  beginning  of  a  new  school  year  in  September  has  an  excitement  of  its  own. 
In  our  Cover  Story,  Headmaster  Ted  Staunton  shares  his  vision  for  the 
future  of  Balmoral  HaU — a  future  that  is  inextricably  linked  with  the  exciting 
"Enriching  her  Tomorrows"  Capital  Campaign  now  under  way  at  Balmoral. 

It  is  a  future  in  which  Balmoral  Hall,  one  of  15  girls'  schools  in  Canada,  will  play 
a  strong  role.  As  more  independent  schools  turn  to  a  co-ed  establishment,  the  need 
for  all  girls'  schools  to  encourage  young  women  to  develop  leadership  roles  has 
never  been  greater. 

In  many  ways  the  technology  of  the  future  has  already  arrived.  Children  in  a 
schoolroom  in  Los  Angeles,  some  as  young  as  five,  are  using  desktop  computers  as 
tools,  rather  than  as  practice  machines,  to  take  notes  and  create  drawings.  It  is 
predicted  that  by  the  end  of  the  '90s  desktop  computers  wlU  replace  the  conven- 
tional pen  and  paper;  foreign  languages  will  be  learned  by  voice  simulation;  the 
equivalent  of  a  library  full  of  books  will  be  stored  on  optical  disks. 

Still,  there  is  a  return  to  traditional  values  in  education,  as  in  other  areas  of 
society.  Parents  seeking  a  more  structured  environment  are  looking  to  private 
schools  to  build  character  and  self-confidence  in  a  return  to  discipline  and  good 
manners — the  attributes  of  an  old-fashioned  education. 

Muriel  (Wood)  Blair,  at  99  our  oldest  living  alumna,  links  us  to  this  gentler,  more 
gracious  era  when  courtesy  and  respect  for  others  were  the  mark  of  good  breeding. 
While  we  can  dream  of  the  "Great  Hall"  of  Mr.  Staunton's  future  for  Balmoral,  Mrs. 
Blair  allows  us  a  remarkable  glimpse  into  our  history,  a  reminder  that  in  the  early 
days  of  Havergal  society,  "calling  cards"  and  "dance  programs"  dominated  conver- 
sation at  tea — a  century  removed  from  the  buzz  words  of  today. 

Someone  once  coined  the  salutation,  "May  you  live  in  interesting  times."  Today 
at  Balmoral  we  are  caught  up  in  the  excitement  that  f>ermeates  the  campus:  our 
junior  and  senior  students  lead  the  province  in  French  verse-speaking;  our  senior 
students  rank  high  in  math  and  science  competitions;  our  public  speaking  team 
competes  energetically  and  with  confidence  at  the  World  Championships. 

The  raucous  sound  of  Jackhammers  has  become  as  familiar  as  the  chimes  of  the 
carillon  at  Westminster  Church,  as  we  continue  to  build  toward  "enriching  her 
tomorrows." 

At  Balmoral  Hall,  the  Interesting  times  are  here  and  now.  —  EDB 
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Premiere  issue  rates 
with  readers 


Found  The  Portal 
"fascinating" 

I  have  been  loaned  a  copy  of  The  Portal 
and  found  it  fascinating. 

I  was  at  Rupert's  Land  between  1927- 
30  and  looked  for  familiar  names  in 
your  magazine,  sadly  I  didn't  find  any. 
Hie  names  I  recall  are  Anna  May  Fin- 
layson.  Jane  McDonald,  and  Sheilah 
Florance. 

I  don't  think  I  made  much  of  a  mark  in 
my  time  at  the  school,  my  only  claim  to 
fame  was  my  English  accent,  unusual 
in  those  days!  But  it  was  a  very  happy 
time,  so  long  ago,  I  have  had  no  contact 
since  then. 

Gabrielle  (Fenton)  Sagar, 
Rupert's  Land 


A  "mighty  effort" 
and  handsome 

Congratulations  to  you  and  the  editorial 
staff  for  the  handsome  appearance  of 
The  Portal  and  the  mighty  effort  in  pro- 
ducing it.  It  was  gratefully  received  in 
hundreds  of  homes.  I'm  sure. 

We  don't  always  settle  into  an  occupa- 
tion or  work  In  mid-life  that  we  trained 
for  in  our  school  days.  It  is  most  inter- 
esting to  me  to  see  this  reflected  in  your 
magazine.  Please  let  us  know  when 
subscription/memberships  are  due  so 
we  don't  miss  any  issues. 

Please  give  my  best  regards  to  Joy 
McDiarmld.  I'm  so  sorry  I  missed  the 


grand  reunion  last  spring,  and  will  be 
watching  for  "celebrating  the  1956"  in 
an  upcoming  alumnae  reunion. 

Brenda  (Dougaiy  Merriman.  '56 


Collaboration  of 
many  minds 

I  wish  to  compliment  you  on  the  initial 
copy  of  The  Portal  -  I  know  that  it  is  the 
collaboration  of  many  minds  -  but  as  its 
editor  -  my  congratulations  go  to  you 
and  my  thanks  for  receiving  a  copy. 

Phyllis  (Elkin)  Deacon. 
Rupert's  Land,  '20 


Reunion  video  a 
treasure 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  sending  the 
"Reunion  '87"  video.  Within  24  hours  it 
had  been  converted  and  I  had  settled 
myself  Into  a  comfortable  chair  (armed 
with  a  glass  of  wine  and  handkerchief!) 
and  re-lived  those  golden  three  daj^. 
Believe  me  I  will  treasure  your  kind  gift 
and  no  doubt  I  will  be  getting  requests 
from  my  fellow  U.K.  alums  for  a  viewing. 

It  must  have  been  dlfllcult  to  decide 
which  bits  of  that  magical  weekend  to 
film — so  much  went  on!  I  have  just  re- 
ceived notice  of  your  forthcoming  an- 
nual dinner  next  September  I  don't 
somehow  think  I  will  be  able  to  make 
that  one — last  year's  extravagances 
have  left  a  leirge  hole  in  my  bank  bal- 


Marianne  (Burwood)  HoUamby 


ance!  Still,  who  knows?  There's  still 
time  yet  for  me  to  win  the  football  pools! 

Many  thanks  for  your  kindness.  The 
video  will  be  a  great  addition  to  my 
collection  of  photos  and  memorabilia,  of 
what  was  just  an  unbelievably  wonder- 
ful weekend  for  all  who  attended,  and 
particularly  for  those  like  myself  who 
had  had  virtually  no  contact  with  our 
old  classmates  for  so  very  many  years. 

Marianne  (Buruxxxi)  HoUamby 
RLS  '48 


"...a  great 
publication" 

Loved  the  front  cover  of  your  new 
magazine,  The  Portal,  and  I  liked  even 
more  the  delightful  famUy  portrait  in- 
side the  front  cover.... 

An5way,  it's  a  great  publication. 

John  Schqffter,  Headmaster, 
St.  Michaels  University  School 


Thrilled  to  see 
profiles 

Congratulations!  It's  a  clear  and  dis- 
tinctive publication,  an  interesting 
concept  and  you  have  made  good  use  of 
photographs  and  white  space.... 

I  was  thrilled  to  see  the  profile  of 
Jennnifer  McQueen  and  your  article  on 
Loreena  McKennitt. 

Joy  S.  McDiarmid.  '57. 
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^radons  lamj  recaHi 
Diaverad's  first  dass 


By  Therasa  Hunt 


The  100th  birthday  of  one  of 
the  original  students  of  Hav- 
ergal  College,  the  school  to 
which  Balmoral  can  trace  its 
roots,  will  be  a  milestone  for 
Balmoral  Hall  in  1989. 
There  are  few  people  around 
from  the  preceding  century 
who  can  share  memories  of 
the  beginnings  of  Havergal  College,  but 
luckily  for  anyone  with  a  fondness  for 
history,  there  is  Mrs.  Muriel  (Wood) 
Blair,  who  was  there  when  Havergal 
opened  its  doors  in  1901. 


Mrs.  Blair  is  a  warm  and  gracious 
woman  who  seems  far  younger  than 
her  99  years.  At  home  with  two  of  her 
daughters,  surrounded  by  photo- 
graphs that  date  back  to  her  early  child- 
hood, she  recalls  the  years  she  spent  at 
Havergal  College. 

Muriel  Wood  was  bom  in  Winnipeg 
on  March  12,  1889.  Twelve-year-old 
Muriel  and  her  older  sister  Frances 
were  among  the  first  students  to  attend 
Havergal  College,  also  known  as  Haver- 
gal West.  Their  father,  George  Wood, 
was  a  highly-respected  Winnipeg  in- 
dustrialist who  owned  the  George  D. 
Wood  Hardware  Company.  His  build- 
ing still  stands  at  the  comer  of  Albert 
Street  and  McDermot  Avenue. 


Above:  Muriel  (WoodJ  Blair,  in  October 
1988. 

"Before  yet  we  are  the  oldest  living 
graduate,  let  us  borrow  something  of  the 
spirit  that  inspires....'While  our  class  yet 
lives  let  us  realize  what  a  splendid  group 
they  are. "  —  Stephen  Leacock. 

Below:  The  first  class  of  Havergal  in 
1901  withMuriel  (Wood)  Blair  third  row, 
centre. 


At  the  time  the  Wood  girls  attended 
Havergal  College,  the  family  lived  on 
Langside  Street  and  Mrs.  Blair  remem- 
bers pleasant  walks  to  the  school.  A 
grand-looking  building  located  at  122 
Carlton  Street,  Havergal  was  built  in 
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1882  by  A.  W.  Austin,  a  Winnipeg  pio- 
neer who  introduced  electric  trolley 
cars  to  the  city.  He  and  his  family  lived 
there  until  1892. 

Havergal  was  one  of  a  number  of 
private  girls'  schools  in  Winnipeg  at  the 
turn  of  the  century,  "but  it  was  the 
best",  says  Mrs.  Blair.  "It  was  a  very, 
very  nice  school"  with  good-sized 
classes  and.  unlike  many  schools  of  the 
day,  the  classes  were  divided  by  age.  No 
one-room  schoolhouse  for  the  children 
of  some  of  Winnipeg's  most  prominent 
families:  among  Muriel  Wood's  class- 
mates and  friends  was  Kate  Tupper. 


whose  family  tree  Included  Sir  Charles 
Tupper,  a  Father  of  Confederation,  and 
William  J.  Tupper,  a  former  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Manitoba  from  1 934  to 
1940. 

Mrs.  Blair,  who  says  as  a  schoolgirl 
she  never  thought  she  would  be  remi- 
niscing in  the  1980s,  has  happy  memo- 
ries of  her  time  at  Havergal  College. 

After  two  years  at  Havergal  she  and 
her  sister  Frances  went  to  private 
boarding  school  in  Toronto.  Asked  to 
compare  Havergal  College  with  her 
Toronto  school,  her  response  is  imme- 
diate. "Oh,  Havergal  was  much  better," 
she  says,  admitting, 
"I  was  very  homesick 
and  just  wanted  to 
come  home." 

When  Muriel  re- 
turned from  Toronto 
in  1904,  it  was  to  a 
new  home.  George 
Wood  had  sold  the 
Langside  Street  resi- 
dence and  moved  the 
family  to  a  grand 
home  on  Arm- 
strong's Point. 

This  house  at  86 
Westgate  was  the 
setting  for  many  glit- 
tering social  occa- 
sions in  the  early 
days  of  Winnipeg.  At 
age  19,  Muriel  was 
"presented"  at  Gov- 
ernment House. 
Three  years  later,  in 
1911.  she  married 
McCrae  Blair,  a  civil 
engineer. 

The  Blairs.  who 
had  six  children, 
moved  to  Victoria  in 
1919  where  they 
lived  for  10  years 
before  returning  to 
Winnipeg  in  1929. 
Mrs.  Blair  has  made 


Above:  Muriel  (Wood)  Blair  as  a  debu- 
tante in  1908.  Left:  A  winsome  young 
lady. 


her  home  in  Winnipeg  ever  since. 

Today.  Mrs.  Blair  leads  a  quiet,  con- 
tented life.  UntU  a  recent  fall  slowed  her 
down,  she  went  out  regularly  and  at- 
tended church  every  Sunday.  She  is 
confident  she  will  be  back  on  track 
soon,  able  to  enjoy  her  centennial  birth- 
day in  fine  style  on  March  12,  1989. 

Therasa  Hunt  is  a  Winnipeg  free-lance 
writer. 
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modern  mom 


By  Eilleen  D.  Burrows 


Molly  Seshia.  M.B..  Ch.B  is  a 
thoroughly  modem  woman 
— a  professional  who  is 
Head  of  the  Intensive  Care 
Nursery  at  the  Health  Sci- 
ences Centre,  married  to  a 
man  who  is  also  in  the 
medical  profession,  and 
mother  of  four  children,  all 
of  whom  are  students  at  Balmoral  Hall. 

Like  many  of  her  colleagues.  Dr. 
Seshia  has  learned  the  value  of  time  in 
fulfilling  a  demanding  professional 
role,  sharing  parenting  responsibilities 
and  pursuing  outside  interests  such  as 
the  Board  of  Governors  to  which  she 
has  recently  been  elected. 

If  the  expression  "Super  Mom"  had 
not  been  in  existence,  it  could  have 
been  coined  for  Molly  Seshia.  She 
brushes  off  the  label.  "My  life  is  very 
similar  to  many  other  women — I  don't 
feel  we  think  of  ourselves  as  being 
super  at  all,"  she  says. 

Her  interest  in  the  school's  Board  of 
Governors  is  directly  related  to  the  fu- 
ture and  her  children's  education.  "I  am 
interested  in  the  course  of  studies  at 
Balmoral  and  I  am  willing  to  give  my 
time  in  that  area.  Other  areas  impor- 
tant to  the  Board,  for  example,  finance, 
buildings,  grounds  and  maintenance 
may  be  better  left  for  those  members 
who  are  more  knowledgeable  in  those 
fields." 

"Since  the  competition  for  jobs  is  so 
much  keener  for  girls  today,  it  creates  a 


need  to  concern  ourselves  with  what  we 
are  offering  in  the  senior  classes,  espe- 
cially in  the  sciences." 

Dr.  Seshia's  knowledge  of  the  private 
school  system  stems  from  her  own 
background  as  a  graduate  of  The  Mary 
Ersklne  School  for  Girls  in  Edinburgh. 
At  the  time  she  attended,  it  was  a 
single-  sex  school.  More  recently  it  has 
become  co-educational  from  Kinder- 
garten to  grade  6,  single-sex  from  grade 
7  on.  Interestingly,  her  father  taught  in 
the  "brother"  school  and  was  respon- 
sible for  introducing  computer  science 
into  the  Scottish  educational  system  in 
the  late  '60s. 

"Since  the  competition 
for  jobs  is  so  much  keener 
for  girls  today,  it  creates  a 
need  to  concern  ourselves 
with  what  we  are  offering 
in  the  senior  classes,  espe- 
cially in  the  sciences.** 


Much  has  been  written  about  the 
benefits  of  an  all-girls'  environment  at 
the  Junior  High/High  School  level  in 
fostering  an  appreciation  of  mathemat- 
ics and  science  for  girls,  and  this  may 
well  have  been  a  factor  in  influencing 
Dr.  Seshia  towards  a  science  career. 

Molly  graduated  in  1967  from  Ed- 
inburgh University  and  was  married  in 
1971.  She  and  her  husband  then 
worked  in  India  for  the  next  two  years 
before  moving  to  Winnipeg. 

No  one  comes  to  Winnipeg  without 
being  asked  about  the  weather.  "We 
soon  became  acclimatized,"  Molly 
states,  "the  summers  are  beautiful  and 


Dr.  Molly  Seshia 

I  love  our  winter  blue  skies." 

As  a  career  mother,  Molly  Seshia  has 
warm  praise  for  the  Extended -Day  pro- 
gram at  Balmoral  Hall  where  she  knows 
her  children  are  well  cared  for.  "I  think 
it  should  be  part  of  the  entire  educa- 
tional system  and  Balmoral  HaU  pro- 
vides leadership  in  this  regard.  Schools 
really  have  to  be  more  geared  to  women 
who  work  outside  the  home.  Extended- 
Day  programs  would  go  a  long  way 
toward  taking  care  of  the  latch-key 
children." 

Molly's  own  four  children,  ages  12, 
10,  8,  and  6,  have  all  been  through  the 
Day  Care  system  —  "especially  conven- 
ient when  they  were  babies  since  I  was 
able  to  continue  nursing  as  they  were 
close  by  in  the  Day  Care  at  the  Health 
Sciences  Centre." 

As  to  her  daughters'  futures,  Molly 
reflects  on  the  competitiveness  of  the 
professions  today  and  the  difilculty  in 
choosing  a  career.  "I  would  want  them 
to  be  happy  in  whatever  they  chose  to 
do;  I  hope  that  a  sound  education  and 
appropriate  career  guidance  will  en- 
sure that  they  will  lead  happy  and  pro- 
ductive lives." 

Molly  (Craig)  Seshia  speaks  of  her 
own  family,  "Our  parents  expected  us 
to  achieve  —  it  just  seemed  natural," 
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Maike  Dammermann 


A  winning  reputation  in  French  verse, 
debating,  and  public  speaking 


French:  "a  truly 
exquisite  quality 


The  FYench  Verse  Speaking  Com- 
petition was  started  many  years 
ago  by  French  teachers  of  Mani- 
toba and  soon  became  a  tradi- 
tion and  a  yearly  event  of  great 
importance. 

The  goal  was  not  only  to  do  something 
"extra"  for  FYench.  but  also  to  awaken  a 
love  for  FYench  poetry,  to  sharpen  the 
quality  of  pronunciation  and  to  foster 
self-confidence  in  presentation,  and 
healthy  competition. 

The  competition  is  open  to  all  school 
divisions,  grades  1 — 12  and  many  hun- 
dreds of  school  children  participate. 
Special  categories  for  immersion  stu- 
dents and  children  of  FYench  origin 
have  been  added. 

The  selection  starts  at  the  schools, 
continues  at  the  school  division  level 
and  culminates  at  the  Provincial  Com- 
petition at  the  University  of  Winnipeg. 
'By  that  time  only  a  small  group  has 
survived  the  stiff  competition  and  a 
truly  exquisite  quality  of  presentation 
is  achieved,"  comments  Madame  Maike 
Dammermann,  head  of  the  FYench  de- 
partment, Balmoral  Hall.  The  Judges 
are  teachers,  pro- 
fessors of  universi- 
ties and  other  com- 
petent individuals 
of  French  origin. 

"With  pride  we 
can  say  that  our 
Balmoral  Hall  girls 
do  extremely  well  at 
the  Provincial  Com- 
petition, year  after 
year.  We  have  been 
regularly  repre- 
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Above:  Smiling  competitors  at  the  Provin- 
cial Competition  with  Gold  Medalist 
Mekhul  Ramgoolam.  L-R:  Wendy  Owen, 
Heather  Owen,  Mekhul,  Milana  Bodi- 
roga,  Patricia  Maia.  Right:  Amy  Stuart 
(L),  Lisa  BwTon  (R),  provincial  chanyji- 
ons.  1987.1988.  Below:  Gold  Medalist 
Sarah  Stock  (centre)  with  KimBJorklund 
(P  and  Silver  Medalist  Jenny  Spiegel  (R). 


sented  at  the  provincial  final  and  have 
fi-equently  taken  home  first  place 
standing  in  all  age  groups,"  states 
Madame  Dammermann. 

"During  the  last  provincial  competi- 
tion in  the  Spring,  we  were  again  the 
clear  winner."  The  gold  medal  winners 
were:  Grades  1,  2,  FYangais  de  base, 
Sandia  Paikatt,  Grades  3,  4,  Franco- 
phones, Shereen  Abdel-Hadi,  Grades  3, 
4,  FYangais  de  base,  Sarah  Stock, 
Grade  9,  10,  FYangais  de  base,  Chantal 
Kreviazuk,  Grades  9,  10,  Immersion, 
Tara  Lemieux,  Grades  11,  12,  Franco- 
phones, Mekhul  Ramgoolam  Grades 
11,12,  Frangais  de  base,  Lisa  Burron. 
The  silver  medal  winners  were  Grades 
3,  4,  Immersion,  Jenny  Spiegel,  Grades 
7,  8,  Francophones,  Natasha  Ka- 
minsky;  bronze  medal  Grades  5,  6, 
Immersion,  was  won  by  Jennifer  Wag- 
ner. 

As  part  of  the  French  language  exf>e- 
rience,  Madame  Beth  Goldberg  and 
Madame  Krystyna  Baranowki  of  the 
French  department  have  conducted 
weU-planned  and  exciting  student 
tours  to  France.  Students  enthusiasti- 
cally agree  that  Paris  is  the  undisputed 
total  cultural  experience,  making  the 
hard  work  to  achieve  fluency  in  le  lan- 
gage  FYangais  a  most  worthwhile  eflbrt. 

The  French  department  at  Bal- 
moral— c'est  Jormidablel 


Above:  Ardyth  DeFehr  (Right)  and 
Treena  Hastings:  The  undisputed  total 
cultural  experience."  Paris.  Below:  Ar- 
dyth DeFehr  and  Dara  Devtns  pause  in 
a  "shop  'til  you  drop"  afternoon  in  Paris. 


Notre  Dame  Cathedral 
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Winning  roll  takes  debaters  to 
Montreal  and  England 


Shaista  Mohammadi,  grade  10, 
won  the  trophy  for  top  junior 
speaker  at  the  International  In- 
dependent Schools  Public 
Speaking  Championships  In 
Montreal  October  26-30.  Thirty-five 
private  schools  competed. 

Maya  Prabhu.  grade  11.  won  a  place 
on  the  Canadian  Team  which  will  repre- 
sent Canada  at  the  World  Debating 
Championships  in  Reading,  England, 
in  April. 

Hie  Balmoral  team  of  Maya  Prabhu, 
Shaista  Mohammadi,  and  Isha  Khan 
won  third  overall  in  the  international 
competition.  "Each  girl  entered  three 
events  and  competed  six  times:  the 

Below:  Top  Junior  speaker  Shaista 
Mohammadi  with  trophy,  Maya  Prabhu, 
Isha  Khan  and  Coach  Mrs.  Linda  Martin 
win  big  at  the  International  Independent 
Schools  Public  Speaking  Charr^)ion- 
ships  in  Montreal. 


competition  was  tough  and  we're  ex- 
tremely pleased  with  our  students' 
standing,"  said  Coach  Linda  Martin. 

Private  schools  from  Britain,  the 
United  States  and  Canada  participated 
in  the  three-day  event. 

The  first  debating  tournament  of  the 
year  was  held  on  September  22,  at 
Grant  Park  High  School.  The  competi- 
tion was  for  novices  only  (students  who 
are  in  their  first  year  of  debating). 

It  was  "no  debate"  for  Balmoral  HaU 
School  teams  as  the  results  indicate. 
Junior  High  students  Colleen  Allen  and 
Geetika  Verma  took  first  place,  second 
place  was  earned  by  Venessa  Schreyer, 
and  Daphne  Guerrero,  and  third  place 
went  to  Jennifer  Milner  and  Michelle 
Clarke. 

Balmoral  Hall  Senior  High  students 
also  did  very  well  with  Isha  Khan  and 
Seema  Joshi  taking  first  place;  and  sec- 
ond place  went  to  Adrian  Hersak  and 
Shaista  Mohammadi. 


Kelly  Brown,  grade  6,  wonjirst prize  for 
the  elementary  division  in  the  Young 
Historians'  Competitionfor  her  essay  on 
Nellie  McClung-Women's  Rights.  The 
competition  is  sponsored  by  the  Mani- 
toba Historical  Society. 


Girls  win  at 
Public  Speaking 
Tournament 

One  hundred  twenty-five  public  speak- 
ers from  15  schools  around  the  city 
descended  on  Balmoral  Hall  October  1 4 
for  the  Douglas  Campbell  Public 
Speaking  Tournament. 

The  Balmoral  HaU  team  consisted  of 
Heather  Owen,  Isha  Khan,  Seema 
Joshi  and  Shaista  Mohammadi  at  the 
senior  level,  and  Meredith  McGeachie, 
Geetika  Verma,  Debbie  Pauls,  Louise 
Coyle,  Jolene  Harvey,  Daphne  Guer- 
rero, Heulwen  Jones  and  Kim  Lear  at 
the  junior  level. 

In  the  poetry  competition  first  place 
was  won  by  Meredith  McGeachie,  sec- 
ond by  Geetika  Verma  and  third  by 
Heulwen  Jones.  In  persuasive  speech, 
first  place  was  captured  by  Louise 
Coyle  and  second  by  Isha  Khan. 

Congratulations 
1988-89  School 
Prefects 

Valerie  Teman,  Head  Girl;  Wendy 
Owen,  School  Captain;  Sherry  Dunn, 
Sports  Captain;  Karrle  Evacheski, 
Head  Girl  in  Residence;  Heather  Owen. 
Yearbook  EkJitor,  Ju-Nee  Yeo,  Library 
Prefect;  Mekhul  Ramgoolam,  Head  Girl 
Glen  Gaim  House;  Farah  Khan,  Head 
Girl  Craig  Gowan  House;  Patricia  Maia, 
Head  of  Braemar  House;  Robin  Munro, 
Head  of  BaUater  House. 
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Kathleen  Richardson 
brings  timely  message 


losing  Exercises,  the  highlight 
of  the  school  year,  took  place  in 
Westminster  United  Church  on 
June  13,  with  a  capacity  audi- 
ence of  parents,  friends  and 


staff. 


Guest  speaker,  Kathleen  Richard- 
son, a  graduate  of  Riverbend,  brought  a 
timely  message  to  the  graduates  recall- 
ing earlier  occasions  when  she  at- 
tended Closing  Exercises  as  a  student 
and  the  many  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  school's  progress 
over  the  years. 

The  traditional  processional  of  the  36 
graduates  and  the  presentation  of 


awards  were  followed  by  the  Valedic- 
tory address  and  the  announcement  of 
Prefects.  Valerie  Teman  was  elected 
Head  Girl  for  the  1988-89  school  year. 

Vededictorian  Kristin  Shanski,  Head 
Girl  for  1987-88,  expressed  the  mixed 
emotions  of  the  graduates,  all  of  whom 
were  accepted  at  universities  across 
Canada. 

The  ceremony  closed  with  the  tradi- 
tional "Jerusalem"  and  trumpet  reces- 
sional. 


I 


Above:  A  smiling  Christine  Mclnnes  re- 
ceives her  diploma  from  Kathleen 
Richardson.  Below:  The  Graduating 
Class  of  1988  with  Headmaster  Ted 
Staunton. 
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"I  can  no  other  answer  make, 
but  thanks../' 


Miss  Richardson.  Mr  Koz- 
minski,  Mr.  Staunton,  par- 
ents, teachers,  guests,  stu- 
dents and  fellow  graduates: 
Ulysses  in  Alfred  Lord 
Tennyson's  poem  speaks  of  being  a  part 
of  all  that  he  has  met.  As  I  look  at 
everyone  here  today — our  families,  our 
teachers,  our  friends  and  especially  the 
girls  of  Balmoral  Hall — I  realize  indeed 
how  much  we,  the  graduates,  are  a  part 
of  all  of  you  here.  Today  we  are  leaving 
all  that  we  have  cherished  to  begin  the 
next  stage  of  our  lives.  But  the  joy  and 
excitement  is  tinged  with  sadness  and 
nostalgia. 

Today  I'm  completing  my  1 3  th  year  at 
Balmoral  Hall  and  I've  seen  my  class- 
mates "all  through  their  silly  seasons:" 
from  Mrs.  Taylor's  Kindergarten  class 
to  Mrs.  Baillie's  heart  warming  threats! 

Aristotle  wrote  that  without  friends 
no  one  would  choose  to  live,  although 
he  had  all  other  riches.  Today  we  share 
with  our  friends  the  happiness  but  also 
the  sadness,  as  we  know  that  soon  we 
will  all  go  our  separate  ways. 

But  all  is  not  lost  when  we  hang  up 
our  Hunting  MacLean  kilts  for  the  last 
time:  the  values  we  have  learned  will  be 
with  us  forever,  as  will  the  memories  of 
the  friendships  and  good  times  spent 
together.  In  September  we  will  all  de- 
part on  our  own  private  adventures  in 
life,  but  we  will  take  with  us  our  Bal- 
moral Hall  experience.  It  is  hard  to 
leave  the  security  found  in  our  halls, 
but  we  have  wonderful  memories  to 
remind  us  wherever  we  are. 

I  would  like  to  acknowledge  the 
never-ending  support  of  the  teachers. 


You  have  instilled  in  us  a  drive  to  suc- 
ceed. You  are  our  parents  In  the  family 
at  Balmoral  Hall.  You  have  supported 
us.  challenged  us.  and  even  scolded  us. 
I  would  like  to  extend  my  appreciation 
for  everything  (even  the  two-hour  grade 
12  class  detention!).  I  believe 
Shakespeare  put  it  best — "I  can  no 


Kristin  Shanski 

other  answer  make  but  thanks  and 
thanks  and  ever  thanks."  Our  loving 
parents  we  would  like  to  thank  for 
listening,  encouraging,  supporting,  but 
most  of  all  for  understanding.  To  them 
we  owe  everything  and  hope  we  have 
made  them  proud. 

My  fellow  graduates,  the  Class  of 
1988.  we  have  much  to  celebrate  today 
as  we  look  back  on  our  final  year,  from 


our  production  of  The  Crucible"  to  tlie 
rollerskating  Romans  during  spirit 
week. 

Though  we  are  filled  with  sorrow  at 
the  thought  of  leaving  our  beloved 
home,  the  excitement  and  elation  of  our 
future  is  overwhelming.  It  is  hard  for  us 
to  leave  Balmoral  Hall.  Our  hope  is  that 
a  part  of  us  will  remain;  a  small  contri- 
bution in  return  for  the  many  things 
this  school  has  given  us — experiences 
in  life,  friendships  and  memories  we 
will  always  cherish. 

With  much  love  I  wish  you  all  happi- 
ness and  good  luck  in  the  future. 

I'd  like  to  conclude  with  a  poem  for  all 
my  fellow  graduates.  It  is  called.  These 
Are  My  Wishes  For  You:" 

May  you  find  serenity  and  tranquility 

In  a  world  you  may  not  always  under- 
stand. 

May  a  kind  word,  a  reassuring  touch, 
and  a 

Warm  smile  be  yours  every  day  of  your 
life. 

And  may  you  give  these  gifts  as  well  as 
receive  them. 

May  you  find  time  in  each  day  to  see 
beauty  and  love 

In  the  world  around  you. 

May  you  find  enough  inner  strength  to 
determine  your 

Own  worth  by  yourself,  and  not  be 
dependent  on 

Another's  Judgement  of  your  accom- 
plishments 

Thank  You! 

KHstin  Shanski, 
Head  Girl,  '88 
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THE  DREAM  IS  COMING  TRUE 

BY  HEADMASTER  TED  STAUNTON 


as  the  school  approaches  the 
21st  century.  Perhaps  the 
place  to  begin  is  with  the  nu- 
merous exciting  changes  cur- 
rently taking  place  at  the 
school. 

First,  the  campus.  A  mar- 
velously  distinctive  fence  now 
totally  surrounds  the  school 
from  Westminster  Avenue, 
down  Langside  Street  and 
along  the  Assiniboine  River. 
Tall,  lush  Colorado  spruce 
trees — a  gift  from  the  dedi- 
cated alumnae  members  who 
attended  Reunion  '87 — pro- 
vide privacy  to  the  girls  on  the 
playing  field  and  beauty  to  the 
campus. 

The  tennis  courts  lost  a 
courageous  battle  to  the  ever- 
increasing  need  for  more 
parking  space  and  an  ex- 
panded entrance  to  the 
school.  The  Junior  School 


Readers  of  The  times, 
they  are  a  changin'," 
the  cover  story  in  the 
premiere  edition  of 
The  Portal,  will  remember  a 
few  of  the  highlights  and  his- 
torical stages  leading  to  the 
creation  of  Balmoral  Hall 
School  in  1950. 

As  an  amateur  historian 
who  loves  to  spend  hours  in 
musty-smelling  rooms  with 
poor  lighting,  poring  over 
archival  material,  compiling 
a  brief  history  of  the  school 
was  a  relatively  easy  and 
immensely  enjoyable  task. 

Discussing  the  future  di- 
rections of  the  school  pres- 
ents a  far  greater  challenge.  It 
would  be  so  much  easier  to 
gaze  into  a  crystal  ball  and 
foresee  the  various  hurdles 
and  road-blocks  and  hence 
be  able  to  prepare  for  them. 


The  campus  has  been  extended  by  approxi- 
mately two  acres  of  beautifully  treed  river-front 
property  through  the  purchase  of  Gameil  Apart- 
ments (now  called  'The  Res/  99 


Left  to  Right:  Amy  Johnson,  Jade  Hume, 
Seema  Joshi,  and  Manon  Usowski 


playground  facilities  have  been  ex- 
panded to  accommodate  85  students  in 
the  Kindergarten  and  new  Junior  Kin- 
dergarten program,  and  the  133  stu- 
dents from  grades  one  through  six. 

The  campus  has  been  extended  by 
approximately  two  acres  of  beautifuUy- 


TED  STAUNTON 


treed  river-front  property  through  the 
purchase  of  Gameil  Apartments  (now 
called  The  Res").  This  24-suite  apart- 
ment complex,  totally  renovated  over 
the  summer  of  1987.  provides  51  girls 
with  a  unique  apartment-style  resi- 
dence, arguably  the  finest  in  Canada. 
The  building  also  houses  spacious  new 
home  skills,  design  art,  art  and  photog- 
raphy facilities. 

Tills  September,  Balmoral  Hall  en- 
tered a  relationship  with  the  Royal 
Winnipeg  Ballet  School,  whereby  17 
girls  in  grades  7-12  attend  the  school  as 
resident  students,  but  continue  to 
devote  a  major  portion  of  their  time  to 
their  dancing. 

These  talented  girls  have  contributed 
great  energy,  enthusiasm  and  commit- 
ment to  the  school  and  we  look  forward 
to  a  long,  mutually-beneficial  relation- 
ship in  the  future. 

Student  enrollment  has  increased  by 
17  per  cent,  bringing  the  totcil  school 
population  to  435.  well  ahead  of  sched- 
ule in  reaching  the  predicted  and  ulti- 
mate goal  of  500  students  by  the  year 
2000. 


Scholarships  and  bursaries  have 
been  increased  to  over  $100,000  and 
numerous  talented  students  who 
would  not  normally  be  able  to  attend 
the  school  now  contribute  significantly 
to  a  wide  range  of  school  programs. 

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  and  gener- 
osity of  the  Alumnae  Association,  pres- 
tigious Havergal,  Rupert's  Land  and 
Riverbend  scholarships  were  instituted 
last  year  in  grades  7,  8  and  9.  Scholar- 
ship Day,  held  in  February  of  each  year, 
is  one  of  the  major  events  in  the  school 
calendar,  attracting  girls  from  across 
the  province  to  write  the  exams.  Schol- 
arships and  bursaries  will  continue  to 
be  a  priority  as  the  school  reaches  out 
in  search  of  talented  girls  who  will  profit 
from,  and  enhance,  our  program. 

The  Board  of  Governors  at  the  school 
has  played  a  major  role  in  this  whirl- 
wind of  activity.  A  comprehensive 
committee  structure  has  been  imple- 
mented to  deal  with  matters  as  diverse 
as  finance,  uniforms,  buUding  and 
property  maintenance. 

These  committed  men  and  women 
devote  a  considerable  amount  of  volun- 
teer hours  In  much-appreciated  and 
valued  service  to  the  school.  They  bring 
with  them  expertise,  enthusiasm  and 
dedication,  and  it  is  to  their  credit  that 
the  school  is  carving  out  for  itself  a  fine 
and  growing  reputation  for  excellence. 

Without  doubt,  the  most  challenging 
and  exciting  step  taken  recently  has 
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Without  a  doubt,  the  most  challenging  and 
exciting  step  taken  recently  has  been  the  decision 
to  launch  the  major  Capital  Campaign,  'Enriching 
her  Tomorrows/  99 


been  the  decision  to  launch  a  major 
Capital  Campaign,  entitled  "Enriching 
her  Tomorrows." 

This  2.75-million  dollar  campaign's 
primary  objective  is  to  renovate  current 
structures  cind  build  new  facilities 
which  will  place  Balmoral  Hall  along- 
side the  leading  all  girls'  institutions  in 
Canada. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  the  last  of  the 
workmen  who  crawled  like  ants  over 
Dalton  House  and  Junior  School  this 
summer  have  left.  The  result  is  a  com- 
plete renovation  of  these  buildings — 
Phase  One  of  three  distinct  and  criticcd 
phases  in  the  development  of  the  school 
as  we  pursue  the  mandate  set  by  the 
Task  Force  2000  Report. 


Junior  School,  which  for  many  years 
was  an  open-concept  classroom  block 
for  Kindergarten  to  grade  4  students,  is 
now  a  magnificent  Junior  Kindergarten 
and  Kindergarten  centre. 

The  old,  historic  gym.  complete  with 
initials  of  students  who  dared  to  trav- 
erse the  precarious  beams,  still  occu- 
pies the  second  floor  of  Junior  School, 
a  monument  to  sound,  practical  archi- 
tecture. The  eight  former  classrooms 
have  made  way  for  four  1.000-square- 
foot  learning  "modules."  complete  with 
individual  washrooms,  and  a  special 
centre  for  the  Extended-Day  students. 

Dalton  House,  at  one  time  a  resi- 
dence for  40  girls,  is  now  a  classroom 
and  office  complex.  Eight  new  class- 


rooms, a  teachers*  preparation  room, 
new  lockers  and  new  washrooms  oc- 
cupy the  first  two  floors.  The  resource 
room,  the  infirmary  and  nurse's  office, 
the  business  offices,  the  seminar  room, 
the  prefect's  room.  Mrs.  Honey's  office 
and  the  Development  and  Alumnae 
offices  have  been  located  on  the  third 
floor. 

This  ambitious  renovation  plan  was 
completed  over  a  single  summer  at  a 
cost  of  $700,000.  It  has  provided  stu- 
dents and  staff  in  Junior  School  with  a 
first-rate  learning  and  teaching  envi- 
ronment, a  critical  step  for  these  young 
students  who  will  provide  leadership 
and  commitment  to  the  school  in  the 
years  to  come. 

One  needs  only  to  glance  at  the 
happy,  enthusiastic  Junior  School 
students  in  their  new  surroundings  to 
feel  truly  satisfied  with  this  large,  first 
step  in  the  rejuvenation  of  school  facili- 
ties. 

Left:  Headmaster  Ted  Staunton  with 
Balmoral  Hall  School  girls,  grades  Jun- 
ior Kindergarten  to  grade  6. 
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However,  further 
expansion  to  improve 
the  music,  art.  science 
and  library  facilities  In 
Junior  School,  is  nec- 
essary in  order  to  ■! 
place  the  school  firmly  |^| 
on  the  "cutting  edge" 
of  teaching  and  learn- 
ing facilities. 

Phases  II  and  III  are 
yet  to  come!  Phase  II 
will  transform 
Richardson  Hall,  the 
present  Senior  School 
gymnasium  and  sci- 
ence lab  facility,  into  a 
science  /  music/ 
drama  centre  with  an 
expanded  dining  hall 
and  new  kitchen  on  i  jp* 
the  ground  floor  over- 
looking the  river.  mmam  ■  i 

Phase  III  wiU  be  the  construction  of  a 
new  facUity  to  include  computer  labs,  a 
gymnasium,  complete  with  dual  volley- 
ball courts,  a  regulation  basketball 
court,  ample  spectator  space  and  new 
locker  rooms. 

This  new  building  will  also  serve  as 
the  final  link  in  the  chain  of  buildings 
from  Junior  School  to  the  new  resi- 
dence. 

As  I  sit  here  at  my  desk  writing  these 
words,  I  feel  myself  becoming  more  and 
more  excited  and  enthused  about  the 
future  of  Balmoral  Hall. 

I  can  visualize  our  dream  of  a  new 
building  as  a  large,  bright,  airy  space 
overlooking  the  bend  of  the  Assiniboine 
River;  a  place  for  the  entire  school  to 
gather,  a  place  to  "break  bread"  to- 
gether, a  place  for  parents,  alumnae, 
students  and  staff  to  come  together  for 
social  occasions,  special  events  and 
festivities. 

In  short,  I  visualize  a  "Great  Hall"  in 
the  august  tradition  of  educational  es- 
tablishments throughout  the  world,  a 


Junior  School,  which  for  many  years  was  an 
open-concept  classroom  block  for  Kindergarten  to 
grade  4  students,  is  now  a  magnificent  Junior 
Kindergarten  and  Kindergarten  centre.  99 


place  where  form  and  function  combine 
to  create  a  space  for  the  celebration  of 
shared  goals  and  accomplishments 
and  the  enjoyment  of  a  community  of 
spirit.  And  I  think  that,  ultimately,  this 
imagined  new  building  will  symbolize 
the  hopes  and  desires  we  all  share  for 
Balmoral  Hall. 

A  building,  after  all,  is  but  an  empty 
testament  to  the  architect's  skill — 
however  clever  and  up-to-date  the 
plans,  however  conducive  the  interior 
design  to  ease  of  learning — until  it  is 
inhabited,  used  and  enjoyed  by  the 
people  for  whom  it  was  designed;  it  then 
becomes  the  symbol  of  the  school's 
accomplishments  and  aspirations. 


What  we  have  witnessed  through  the 
renovations  over  the  past  two  summers 
is  the  concrete,  tangible  expression  of 
the  enthusiasm,  excitement  and  desire 
we  all  share  to  make  Balmoral  Hall  the 
very  best  possible  place  in  which  our 
young  women  can  learn  and  grow. 

As  I  say,  I  am  excited  about  the  pos- 
sibilities. I  think  I'll  just  take  one  last 
walk  along  the  riverbank  before  dinner 
and  imagine  it.  It's  not  far  offl 
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.  Campaign  Committee 

Campaign  Co~Chairs 

Maryel  Andison 
Roland  E.  Rivali'r; 

Campai^r:: ,.  .... 
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Phase  One 

Phase  One  of  the  total  expansion  was 
"tompleted  in  September  1988.  Junior  School 
was  renovated  to  house  three  full-time 
and  two  half-day  Kindergarten  classes. 
Dalton  House  is  now  home  to  grades  1-6. 
These  renovations  cost  $700,000, 
exclusive  of  atrium. 


Phase  Two 


Phase  Three 


Phase  Two  will  divide  Richardson  Hall 
into  an  Arts  Centre  for  drama, 
music  and  science  laboratories. 
On  the  lower  level,  a  new  dining  hall 
and  kitchen  facilities  will  be  built. 
The  estimated  cost  is  $775,000 


Phase  Three  will  be  the  construction  of  a 
new  facility  to  house  a  gymnasium  and 
computer  labs,  and  form  a  link  between 
Richardson  Hall  and  the 
recently-renovated  Residence. 
The  estimated  cost  is  $1,175,000. 


Tomorrow^ 


%  Sm  is  oil; 


Balmoral  Hall  is  famous  for  many 
things  -  setting  high  academic 
standards  toward  which  the 
students  strive,  close  interper- 
sonal relationships  between 
students  and  staff,  and  development  of 
students'  potential.  However,  among 
the  events  on  the  Balmoral  Hall  calen- 
dar that  stand  out  is  the  Annual  FaU 
Barbeque,  hosted  by  the  Auxiliary. 

The  Barbeque  of  1 988  was  chosen  to 
launch  the  school's  $2.75  Million  Capi- 
tal Campaign,  "Enriching  Her  Tomor- 
rows" with  a  Piibbon  Cutting  ceremony 
to  meirk  the  ofiicial  opening  of  Phase 
One  -  the  completion  of  the  newly- 


Right:  Honoranj  Treasurer  John  Shan- 
ski  and  Honorary  Chair  Peg  Sellers  cut 
the  ribbon  to  officially  launch  the 
'Enriching  her  Tomorrows  "  Campaign. 
Below  Left:  Norman  Alexander,  Chair- 
man of  the  Advisory  Board,  chats  with 
Peg  Sellers:  Below  Right:  Ditte  (Lansky) 
Cloutier  with  daughter  Julia  (R)  and 
Spencer  Young. 
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renovated  Junior  School.  Mrs.  George 
H.  Sellers  (Peg),  the  Campaign's  Honor- 
ary Chair,  performed  the  honours  ac- 
companied by  John  Shanski.  Honorary 
Treasurer  500  multi-coloured  bal- 
loons were  sent  aloft,  spreading  the 
message  of  Balmoral  Hall's  "Enriching 
Her  Tomorrows"  Campaign  far  and 
wide. 

To  celebrate  the  occasion  the  Honour 
Guard  was  piped  to  the  portico  of  Aikins 
House  before  a  gathering  of  over  600 
parents  and  friends. 

Chairman  of  the  Board,  Bob 
Kozminskl,  announced  that  "three 
quarters  of  a  million  dollars  has  already 
been  pledged  to  date,"  indicating  that 
"the  completion  of  Phase  One  of  the 
Campaign,  as  you  see  it  before  you,  has 
already  been  completely  financed.  The 
remaining  two  million  dollars  will  en- 
able Phases  Two  and  Three  of  the 
Campaign  to  significantly  upgrade 
Balmoral  Hall's  science,  computer,  and 
athletic  facilities." 

Chairman  of  the  Parent  Division, 
Sam  Cukierman,  thanked  all  the  par- 
ents who  had  volunteered  to  help  in  the 
Pcirent  Division  canvass,  and  urged  any 
parent  to  commit  five  hours  of  their 
time  to  ensure  the  success  of  the 
Campaign.  He  continued  by  saying  "I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me.  the  time 
commitment  is  for  a  worthy  cause  that 
will  directly  benefit  our  children." 

Sharing  the  spotlight  with  the  digni- 
taries, the  children  enjoyed  pony  rides, 
a  juggler,  candy  floss  and  popcorn. 


Sf  earhedina  flie  Cmmim 


MARVEL  ANDISON,  '64 


ROLYRIVALIN 


The  bright  eager  faces  of  the 
Grade  1  class  this  Fall  may 
look  similar  to  those  of  any 
other  Grade  1  class  from  an 
earlier  year;  but  there  is  a  dis- 
tinction. This  is  the  graduating  class 
of  the  year  2000.  Although  it's  still 
more  than  a  decade  away,  the  21st 
century  reminds  us  of  the  importance 
of  forward  planning  to  prepare  for  the 
challenges  of  the  future. 

"Enriching  Her  Tomorrows,"  the 
theme  of  Balmoral  Hall's  Capital 
Campaign,  summarizes  the  primary 
goals  of  Balmoral  Hall  and  of  its 
predecessor  schools  Riverbend. 
Rupert's  Land,  and  Havergal.  Our 
heritage,  dating  to  1901,  reflects  the 
same  independent  spirit  that  built 
our  industrious  community  and  pro- 
vides the  foundation  upon  which  we 
can  continue  to  grow,  to  strive,  and  to 
enrich  our  tomorrows. 

Over  the  years,  the  focus  of  educa- 
tion for  young  women  at  Balmoral 
Hall  has  been  in  response  to  the  quest 
for  knowledge  by  bright  and  inquiring 
minds.  Our  students,  faced  with 
greater  choices  in  a  more  demanding 
world,  must  continue  to  be  prepared 
to  compete  in  the  market  place. 

Balmoral  Hall  realizes  its  responsi- 
bility to  its  students.  FYom  the  mo- 
ment of  his  arrival  two  and  a  half 
years  ago.  Headmaster  Ted  Staunton 
acted  quickly  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  the 
entire  school  constituency.  Changes 
in  curriculum  with  more  emphasis  on 
the  sciences  program,  development 
and  expansion,  changes  in  stafTbene- 
fits  and  education,  expansion  of  the 
athletic  program,  and  greater  atten- 
tion to  recreation  are  only  a  few  of  his 
innovations  in  the  overall  plan. 

Hie  Board  of  Governors  formally 
recognized  the  dramatic  changes  oc- 


curring with  the  formation  of  Task 
Force  2000  to  discuss  the  direction 
and  vision  of  the  School.  Based  on  the 
committee's  recommendations,  the 
Board  launched  the  "Enriching  her 
Tomorrows"  Capital  Campaign  to  raise 
$2.75  Million  that  will  provide  the 
necessary  facilities  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  school  as  it  approaches  the  next 
century. 

A  major  capital  campaign  requires  of 
its  leaders  a  commitment  of  purpose, 
energy,  and  time.  We  are  fortunate  to 
have  dedicated  volunteers  who  are 
devoted  to  the  goals  and  objectives  of 
Balmoral  Hall  School  and  its  "Enrich- 
ing Her  Tomorrows"  Campaign:  our 
Campaign  Management  Committee 
includes  Samuel  G.  Cukierman. 
Arthur  De  Fehr,  Robert  Filuk,  Alixe  M. 
Harbottle,  Paul  B.  Schimnowski.  and 
Wynn  D.  Sweatman.  Honorary  Treas- 
urer is  John  Shanski;  Honorary  Alum- 
nae Co-Chairs  are  Carolyn  (Dowler) 
Graham  and  Linda  (Leach)  Radcliffe. 

Our  Honorary  Chair  is  Peg  Sellers, 
past  parent,  benevolent  friend  of  the 
school,  and  granddaughter  of  Sir 
James  Aikins.  founder  of  Riverbend 
School. 

The  future  for  young  women  is 
brighter  then  ever.  It  is  possible  to  feel 
a  sense  of  expectancy  at  Balmoral  Hall 
in  the  swelling  classrooms,  the  corri- 
dors bursting  with  cheerful  activity, 
and  the  playgrounds  filled  with 
squeals  of  laughter. 

Our  students  will  enter  the  next 
decade — and  the  next  century — with 
knowledge,  confidence,  and  hope  be- 
cause Balmoral  Hall  School  believes  in 
"Enriching  Her  Tomorrows." 

Maryel  Andison,  co-chair  of  'Enriching 
HerTomorrows' Capital  Campaign,  is  a 
graduate  of  Balmoral  Hall. 
Roly  Rivilan,  co-chair  of  'E^iriching  Her 
Tomorrows'  Capital  Campaign  is  a  for- 
mer Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors. 
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PEG  SELLERS 


BY  SUSAN  FOLEY,  '65 


The  "Enriching  her  Tomorrows" 
campaign  has  a  key  Ingredient 
for  its  success:  Peggy  Sellers, 
the  Honorary  Chair. 

During  a  gracious  interview 
over  lunch  at  her  home  on  Wellington 
Crescent,  Mrs.  Sellers  shared  some  in- 
valuable Insights  and  ideas  on  the  sub- 
tleties of  fundraising. 

Mrs.  Sellers's  special  expertise  is  a 
wealth  of  understanding  about  Win- 
nipeg and  its  traditions — special  exper- 
tise that  translates  into  a  resource 
database  on  corporations,  founda- 
tions, associations  and  individual  phi- 
lanthropists. Her  wide  experience  and 
her  knowledge  of  the  ongoing  changes 
in  philanthropy  and  volunteerism  are  a 
testament  to  the  quality  of  talented  and 
gifted  volunteers  which  Balmoral  Hall's 
Capital  Campaign  has  attracted. 

Being  able  to  focus  on  the  larger 
picture  and  being  able  to  take  the  long 
view  come  quite  naturally  to  Peg  Sell- 
ers, for  Peg  (Aikins)  Sellers  is  an  "origi- 
nal" in  the  true  sense. 

Granddaughter  of  Sir  James  Aikins 
who  generously  donated  the  property 
on  which  the  school  stands,  she  grew 
up  in  the  "Red  House,"  formerly  located 
on  the  campus  of  Balmoral;  she  re- 
turned to  Balmoral  some  years  later  as 
a  member  of  the  Mothers' Auxiliary.  Peg 
and  her  husband,  the  late  George  H. 
Sellers,  energetically  supported  the 
school  over  the  years,  especially  during 
the  time  their  daughters  Ann  and  Joan 
attended  as  students. 

Peg  Sellers  was  very  active  in  the 
many  specific  "fun"  fundraising  special 
events.  They  were  busy  times!  There 
was  committee  work,  phone  calls, 
working  lunches,  tasks  to  be  achieved, 
recruitment  of  committee  members 
and  numerous  details.  Including 
thank-you  notes. 

"The  Christmas  Village  used  to  take 


over  the  school  and  raise  eight  to  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  one  afternoon," 
recalls  Peg.  "There  was  also  the  massive 
bazaar  which  raised  funds  for  Dalton 
House,  the  student  residence  at  that 
time." 

In  a  major  fundraising  campaign,  the 
private  mega  gifts  represent  a  vital 
component.  Mrs.  Sellers  has  an  inti- 
mate first-person  feel  for  the  subtleties 
that  motivate  major  donors.  She  also 
has  a  deep  understanding  of  the  nu- 
ances of  the  art  of  asking,  the  prepara- 
tory work  which  often  involves  patience 
and  good  timing  and  the  sensitivity 
required  overall  with  respect  to  the 
privacy  of  Individuals. 


palgns;  Balmoral  Hall  Is  not  an  excep- 
tion. 

Another  reality  is  that  there  are  fewer 
corporate  head  offices  in  Winnipeg.  It  is 
one  thing  to  be  able  to  approach  the 
chief  executive  officer  personally;  it  is  a 
"completely  different  kind  of  art  form" 
when  your  corporate  prospects  have 
moved  to  another  city! 

The  general  rule-of-thumb  for  overall 
gift  solicitation  is  that  Individuals  rep- 
resent 80  per  cent  of  philanthropic 
potential.  Mrs.  Sellers  is  concerned 
that  the  Winnipeg  pie  may  be  getting 
sliced  into  too  many  pieces  with  the 
ongoing  campaigns  of  institutions, 
groups  and  organizations,  and  the 


Our  major  strength  is  the  location  of  Balmoral 
Hall...a  tremendous  service  to  career  parents  in  today's 
changing  lifesytles. 


The  most  successful  giving  pro- 
grams— or  revitalization  of  giving  pro- 
grams— are  those  that  are  custom-tai- 
lored to  a  particular  strength. 

Mrs.  Sellers  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
using  strengths.  "Our  major  strength  is 
the  location  of  Balmoral  Hall.  The  cen- 
tral location  is  convenient  for  two-ca- 
reer parents;  the  Extended-Day  pro- 
gram is  an  added  strength  and  a  tre- 
mendous service  to  career  parents  in 
today's  changing  lifestyles." 

Peg  believes  two-income  families  and 
other  factors  have  led  to  a  broadening  of 
the  school  membership  base,  which 
will  have  an  impact  on  fundraising  and 
contribute  to  further  enrichment  of  the 
school. 

At  the  same  time.  Peg  Sellers  empha- 
sizes that  there  has  been  a  noticeable 
shift  in  the  kind  of  fundraising  that  is 
underway.  The  reality  is  that  all  fun- 
draising campaigns  are  tough  cam- 


approach  to  the  same  individual  do- 
nors for  funds. 

This  is  a  serious  concern  which  is 
shared  by  the  two  well-known  and 
generous  Foundations  In  Winnipeg 
that  receive  many  worthy  requests  for 
funds. 

Balmoral  Hall  is  Indeed  privileged  to 
have  the  ongoing  commitment  of  Peg 
Sellers.  Her  mandate,  as  she  defines  it, 
is  to  reach  out  and  bring  a  broad  ap- 
proach to  the  "Enriching  her  Tomor- 
rows" campaign.  She  says  she  knows  it 
will  be  hard  work. 

Listening  to  Peg  Sellers,  It  is  evident 
that  the  "tough  campaign"  wUl  be  a 
major  success,  given  the  spirited  lead- 
ership of  this  energetic  and  insightful 
lady  as  Honorary  Chair. 
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Tributes,  tots  and  tomorrows 


September  is  "back-to-school" 
month — something  to  be  experi- 
enced with  all  the  senses.  A  time 
to  savour  crisp,  sunny  days  and 
second  cups  of  coffee;  to  finish  a 
book;  to  get  back  to  routine;  to  see 
friends  again. 

What  better  time  to  have  a  party! 
(Before  the  tan  fades.  Before  the  winter 
season  starts). 

Tlie  "Back  to  School"  first  Annual 
Alumnae  Dinner  and  Reunion  set  such 
a  mood  on  September  29.  One  hundred 
and  thirty  alumnae  and  guests  came 
back  in  a  typically  back-to-school  fash- 
ion— renewing  old  friendships,  perus- 
ing class  year  books,  and  regenerating 
the  warm  feelings  of  Reunion  '87.  The 
Senior  School  gym  provided  the  ideal 
venue. 

A  well-paced  program  of  events  was 
co-chaired  by  alumnae  Julie  (Harris) 
Mclnnes,  Riverbend  '49,  Donna  (Smith) 


Plant,  Rupert's  Land  '49,  and  Ditte 
(Lansky)  Cloutier,  '66,  President  of  the 
Alumnae  Association.  Co-convenors  of 
the  dinner  were  Jane  (Ferguson) 
Simpson, '68  and  Carol  (Armytage) 
Isaac,  '68.  Guests  enjoyed  a  pre-dinner 
reception  to  the  strains  of  piano  rendi- 
tions. 

Guest  speaker  Ted  Staunton,  Head- 
master, spoke  on  the  importance  of  a 
thorough  education  for  girls.  He  chose 
Jihan  Sadat  and  Benazir  Bhutto  as 


examples  of  women  whose  accomplish- 
ments as  female  political  leaders  made 
a  difference  in  their  respective  home- 
lands, Egypt  and  Pakistan. 

These  two  women  were  encouraged 
by  supportive,  interested  parents  who 
believed  that  only  through  education 
would  a  future  for  their  daughters  be 
secure. 

Mr.  Staunton  cited  the  need  for  the 
school  to  be  in  the  forefront  of  the  many 
changes  taking  place  in  education  to- 
day, "We  believe  in  the  ability  to  read 
accurately,  as  well  as  with  subtlety;  the 
ability  to  write  clearly;  the  ability  to 
speak  clearly  and  simply  in  ft-ont  of 
other  people  and  to  know  that  one  is 
going  to  be  listened  to. 

"Our  emphasis  on  public  speaking 
and  debating  is  beginning  to  bear  fruit: 
we  are  a  power  in  international  public 
speaking  and  our  girls  are  graduating 
with  the  confidence  to  speak  out  and  be 
heard. 

"Tills  is  not  to  say  that  we  are  not 
interested  in  mathematics,  science  and 
computers  and  the  basic  conceptual 
ability  which  is  needed  to  cope  with 
changes  in  these  areas  in  the  future." 
He  underlined  the  alumnae's  vital  role 
in  ensuring  that  these  challenges  are 
met. 

The  surprise  appearance  of  a  group  of 
Junior  School  students  symbolized  the 
future  of  Balmoral  Hall.  "Here  we  see 
our  'tomorrows'." 

The  Alumnae  Association  took  the 
occasion  to  honour  Miss  Nellie  Lucas,  a 
former  staff  member  and  volunteer.  On 
behalf  of  the  Association,  Linda  (Leach) 
Radcliffe,  *63,  presented  Nellie  with  a 
gift  in  appreciation  of  her  many  years  of 
service.  (Text  on  page  23.) 


Left:  Eve  (Rogers)  Auer,  Betty 
(McDonald)  Armytage  and  Mary  Lile 
(Love)  Beriham  enjoy  a  yearbook  at  the 
Alumnae  Dinner  and  Reunion. 
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Right  Remembering  the  good  times,  pre- 
dinner  reception. 


A  highlight  was  the  tribute  to  the 
celebrating  classes  of '38.  '48.  '63,  '68, 
and  '78.  Telegrams  were  read  from 
Marianne  (Burwood)  Hollamby, 
Rupert's  Land.  '48,  and  Shirley  (Litch) 
Mercer,  '68,  as  well  as  messages  of  re- 
grets from  altminae  who  were  unable  to 
attend,  Including  Agnes  (Richardson) 
Benedickson,  Riverbend'38,  Joy  McDi- 
armld  '57,  and  the  class  of  '68. 

Alumnae  who  came  "back-to-school" 
from  out-of-provlnce  were  E^ve  (Rogers) 


Auer,  Rupert's  Land'38,  Vancouver. 
Joanne  Sutherland  '63.  Toronto.  Lor- 
raine (McGllvray)  Levine  '63.  Toronto. 
Eivadne  (Ward)  Benson  '63.  Hiunder 
Bay,  and  Donna  (Kelly)  Ford,  Rupert's 
Land,  '48,  Clayton,  Ontario. 

The  "back-to-schoolers"  proved  to  be 
an  appreciative  and  enthusiastic  audi- 
ence for  the  "Easy  Ts" — a  male  singing 
quintet  who  entertained  with  a-cap- 
pella  arrangements  from  be-bop  to  soul 
to  '60s  favourites.  Thirteen  lucky  alum- 
nae went  home  with  door  prizes. 

Was  back-to-school  ever  like  this? 


Left:  The  Class  of '68  had  much  to  smile 
about.  (L-R)  Judy  (Rudd)  Maddison; 
Carol  (Armytage)  Isaac;  Nancy  (Ftintoft) 
Meronek;  Christine  (Krueger)  Thaller; 
Jane  (Ferguson)  Simpson;  Anne  Morton 
and  Cathy  (Hunt)  Johnson. 
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Top:  Ruperts  Land  alumnc^  came  out  in 
fidl  force.  (L-R)  Maijorie  (Chisholm) 
Johnston;  Margaret  (Pilling)  Tucker; 
Peggy  Lawson;  Rosemary  (McWilliams) 
Bracken;  Betty  (McDonald)  Armytage; 
Jocelyn  (McWilUams)  Lemon.  Seated  (L- 
R):  Mary  Lile  (Love)  Benham  and  Eve 
(Rogers)  Auer.  Above:  The  Class  of  '63 
celebrated  its  25th  Anniversary.  (L-R) 
Sandy  (Fletcher)  Bissoon;  Joanne  Suth- 
erland; Eleanor  (Gaskell)  Payne;  Lor- 
raine (McGUvray)  Levine;  Linda  (Leach) 
RadcUffe;  Elizabeth  (Ameson)  Attewell; 
Evadne  (Ward)  Benson;  Jennifer  (Alex- 
ander) King  and  Jean  Hamilton-Young. 
Left:  Mothers  and  Daughters  present  at 
the  Alumnae  dinner  pose  (L-R):  Sue 
Bracken  '66;  Rosemary  (McWilliams) 
Bracken,  RLS  '34;  Betty  (McDonald) 
Armytage,  RLS  '38;  Carol  (Armytage) 
Isaac.  '68. 
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A  tribute  to  Nellie  Lucas:  a  50-year 
commitment  to  Balmoral  Hall 


By  Linda  (Leach)  RadcUffe  '63 


t  is  appropriate  and  a  delight  at 
this  first  Annual  Alumnae  Dinner 
to  honour  Miss  Nellie  Lucas,  a 
very  special  alum,  and  a  very 
special  friend  of  Balmoral  Hall. 


Nellie  Lucas  has  been  involved  with 
Rupert's  Land  School  and  Balmoral 
Hall  since  1938;  that  is  a  50-year 
commitment!  Reflect  for  a  moment  on 
the  number  of  Heads  of  School  with 
whom  Nellie  has  worked  -  at  Rupert's 
Land  School.  Miss  Elsie  Bartlett;  at 
Balmoral  HaU,  Miss  Gwen  Murrell- 
Wright.  Dr.  Harriet  Perry,  Mr.  Martin 
Kenney,  Mr.  Tom  Russell,  and  our  cur- 
rent Head,  Mr.  Ted  Staunton.  Consider 
the  loyalty  she  has  maintained  to  the 
school,  and  her  willingness  to  serve 
each  of  these  administrations.  She  has 
accepted  change  with  dignity,  and  has 
been  part  of  continual  growth. 

A  9th-Century  writer  said.  The  times 
change,  and  we  change  with  them." 
Surely  Nellie,  you  have  seen  a  kaleido- 
scope of  change  throughout  these  fifty 
years,  and  you  have  been  versatile 
enough  to  move  with  each  change. 

Prior  to  1938,  Nellie  had  been  one  of 
three  stenographers  in  a  staff  of  22  men 
in  the  Grain  Elxchange.  She  agreed  to  fill 
a  position  at  Rupert's  Land  on  an  in- 
terim basis,  whUe  the  school's  bursar 
was  hospitalized.  Little  did  she  know 
she  would  still  be  filling  in  and  helping 
the  school  on  an  occasional  basis  50 
years  later! 

In  the  '50s,  I  recollect  Miss  Lucas  as 
omni  present.  At  that  time  she  had  the 
title  of  secretary,  and  that  included 
being  the  bursar,  accountant,  school 
receptionist,  and  registrar  in  charge  of 
admissions.  As  well  as  wearing  all 
those  hats,  she  ordered,  purchased. 


Unda  (Leach)  RadcUffe  '63,  introduces 
Nellie  Lxicas  who  was  honoured  at  the 
first  Annual  Back-to-School  Alumnae 
Dinner  and  Reunion. 


and  took  inventory  of  every  text  book, 
every  eraser,  ruler  and  paper  used  in 
the  school. 

In  my  memory  bank,  Nellie  was  al- 
ways on  recess  duty,  organizing  im- 
promptu fire  drills  and  helping  the  staff 
account  for  every  student  and  adult  in 
the  class  registers  that  day. 

The  alums  of  the  past  50  years  have 
been  very  important  to  Nellie  Lucas  - 
she  remembers  a  host  of  birthdays  and 
anniversaries,  of  births  and  of  deaths. 
She  gives  us  a  legacy  of  selflessness  and 
sensitivity.  Indeed  she  has  endowed  the 


school  with  an  example  of  loving  in- 
volvement. 

Nellie  has  been  formally  retired  from 
Balmoral  Hall  since  1975,  having 
worked  at  the  school  on  overload  and 
overbum  for  37  years.  Since  1975  she 
has  maintained  an  informal  involve- 
ment with  the  school  on  an  ad  hoc 
basis,  helping  with  receipts  in  the  Busi- 
ness Office  whenever  called  upon,  and 
assisting  the  Alumnae  Office  during  my 
three-year  stint  as  we  galloped  toward 
Reunion  '87. 

Currently  Nellie  is  helping  compile 
the  details  for  a  history  of  Balmoral's 
lengthy  involvement  with  the  Royal 
Winnipeg  Ballet,  dating  back  to  the  '50s 
with  Betty  FarraUy,  Gweneth  Lloyd  and 
Arnold  Spohr. 

Change  has  been  vital  to  the  striving 
toward  excellence  at  Balmoral  Hall. 
Nellie  Lucas  has  seen  that  change  more 
than  anyone  else  here  tonight.  For 
years,  through  amalgamation,  floods, 
changes  of  administration,  changes  of 
philosophy,  through  lean  years  and 
successful  years  -  through  it  all,  Nellie 
has  been  a  thread  of  continuity.  Her 
commitment  and  her  loyalty  are 
unique.  Nellie,  you  are  indeed  part  of 
the  history  of  Balmoral  Hall. 

On  behalf  of  50  years'  worth  of 
Boards  of  Governors,  six  Heads  of 
Rupert's  Land  and  Balmoral  Hall;  on 
behalf  of  50  years' worth  of  parents,  and 
most  of  all ,  50  years'  worth  of  students 
and  staff,  tonight  I  acknowledge  a  most 
gracious  lady. 

Nellie,  this  gift  comes  to  you  with  the 
love  and  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  alum- 
nae of  Balmoral  Hall.  We  love  you;  we 
respect  you;  we  thank  you! 

Unda  Radclijfe  is  Elxecutive  Director 
Emeritus  of  the  Alumnae  Association. 
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^MEUORAFETENS  fs 


Daphne  (Stanley-Harris)  Korol 


CRESTLINES 

Rupert's  Land  School 

Winnifred  Ruth  (Mtdntyre)  Davies, 
'41,  has  three  sons,  a  daughter,  and  is 
the  proud  grandmother  of  five  children. 

Ruth  [Thompson)  Perdue,  has  a  full 
life  with  three  children,  eight  grandchil- 
dren and  golf. 

Marilyn  (Mclvor)  Wylie,  '42,  writes 
"My  eldest  daughter  has  joined  the  staff 
of  Cheltenham  Ladies'  College,  (the 
largest  girls'  boarding  school  in  the 
world).  On  reading  the  school's  history 
she  discovered  that  both  Havergal, 
Winnipeg,  and  Havergal,  Toronto  are 
considered  'daughter'  schools!" 

Donna  "Billie"  (Baker)  McNichol  '47, 

and  husband,  Paul,  who  has  taken 
early  retirement  from  McMaster  Uni- 
versity, are  moving  to  a  condominium 
and  plan  to  spend  winters  in  Port 
Charlotte,  Florida.  Their  two  single 
daughters  are  working  and  living  in 
Toronto.  Donna  still  sees  several  alum- 
nae friends  regularly. 

Elaine  (Tempest)  Williams,  '49,  re- 
tired from  the  Department  of  Education 
in  1 986  after  18  years  in  the  Corresp>on- 
dence  Branch.  Her  husband,  John  also 
retired  in  1986  and  they  are  moving  to 
their  lake  cottage  (winterized  and  en- 
Icirged)  at  Wh)rtewold.  They  hope  to 
spend  winters  in  warmer  climes,  and  to 
keep  busy  with  three  daughters  and  3 
grandchildren.  Elaine  enjoyed  the 
Auxiliary  House  Tour  very  much. 

Riverbend 

Caroline  (Harris)  Andrews,  '39,  and 

her  husband  spent  a  number  of  years 
as  missionaries  in  China  and  are  fluent 
in  the  Mandarin  language.  They  have 
one  grandson,  Alexander. 

Joan  (MacArthur)  lAndley,  '39,  had  a 
short  visit  with  Louise  (Phillips) 
Baker,  Riverbend  '39,  when  she  was 
on  Vsmcouver  Island  in  June.  Joan 


hoped  Louise  would  move  to  Vancouver 
Island,  but  she  opted  for  Ontario. 

Daphne  (Stanley-Harris)  Korol,  '42, 

attended  Riverbend  School  from  1930 
to  1937  after  which  she  left  for  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina  with  her  parents.  After 
returning  to  Winnipeg  in  1948  she 
taught  for  the  Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet 
School  (Canadian  School  of  Ballet  as  it 
was  then  called)  for  two  years  during 
which  she  was  sent  to  Balmoral  Hall  to 
teach  younger  students  classical  bal- 
let, 1949-1950.  Daphne  later  returned 
to  Balmoral  Hall  and  taught  drama  for 
three  years  on  staff— two  years  with  Dr. 
Perry  and  one  year  with  Mr.  Russell. 
She  directed  "Our  Town,"  "The  Masque 
of  Mr.  Punch,"  "Stage  Door,"  and 
"Ophelia"  with  students  of  the  school, 
among  them  Susan  Coyne  '76  who 
later  attended  the  National  Theatre 
School,  and  is  now  a  professional  ac- 
tress performing  at  the  Manitoba  The- 
atre Centre. 

Daphne  is  now  Artistic  Director  for 
the  "Children's  Dance  TTieatre  and 
School  Inc.,"  "Assiniboine  Theatre 
Inc.,"  and  "Shakespeare  in  the  Park,"  a 
non-profit  charitable  organization 
dedicated  to  producing  Shakespearean 
plays  in  an  outdoor  environment. 

Joan  (PickardO  Voorheis,  '42,  has  re- 
cently moved  to  a  condominium  in 
London  Ontario.  Her  husband  Tom 
died  in  March  1988. 

Barbara  (Hall^  Cannell,  '47,  has  re- 
cently been  appointed  chairman  of  the 
Manitoba  Film  Classification  Board. 
She  Is  an  interior  designer  and  a  mod- 
elling teacher  who  has  served  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Manitoba 
Theatre  Centre  and  Rainbow  Stage. 
She  was  the  Women's  Eklitor  for  the 
Winnipeg  Tribune  for  five  and  a  half 
years,  and  served  on  the  film  classifica- 
tion board  during  the  Lyon  administra- 
tion. Her  immediate  job  is  to  familiarize 
herself  with  new  regulations  and  meet 
the  new  board. 

Cara  Joy  Hughes,  '49,  graduated  in 
1949,  "long  white  dresses,  farewells, 
and  on  to  new  heights!"    She  adds. 


"Don't,  please,  try  to  remake  the  grade/ 
class  system  -  Grade  XI  was  entrance  to 
the  University  of  Manitoba  then,  so  1  am 
class  of '49,  not  class  of '50.  Just  leave 
us  as  an  anomaly!" 

Patsy  Anne  Wright,  '51,  has  been 
teaching  in  Scarborough  for  30  years, 
grades  1  and  2,  including  English  as  a 
second  language.  Pat  sings  with  a  Gi- 
lbert and  Sullivan  concert  group  and  is 
interested  in  theatre  and  ballet. 

Balmoral  Hall 

Diana  (Phipps)  Kramer,  '55,  couldn't 
resist  Salt  Spring  Island  and  hopes  they 
won't  move  again.  Thanks  to  The  Portal 
she  caught  up  with  Dorothy 
(Richardson)  Griffiths  '56  who  came 
for  dinner  on  a  trip  west. 

Maureen  (Forx^  Coleman,  '59,  visited 
lAly  (Swaffield)  Leader  '64,  In  Boga 
Ratan.  Florida,  December  1987.  She 
writes:  "Every  visit  to  Winnipeg  will 
seem  so  different  without  Miss  Shar- 
man.  I  visited  and  wrote  her  yearly 
since  1957.  Being  a  teacher  for  the  last 
27  years,  we  had  a  special  bond.  Since 
I  was  a  boarder  for  six  years,  we  had  a 
very  sj>ecial  friendship. 

At  Middle  Church  she  had  a  bird  feed- 
ing station  which  she  stalked  daily. 
Keen  observation  of  the  feathered  visi- 
tors was  a  dally  Interest.  Has  there 
been  any  memorial  fund  or  award  set 
up  in  her  memory?  I  would  gladly 
contribute  to  it  as  I'm  sure  many  of  her 
other  students  would  as  well.  1  trust 
the  trees  planted  last  year  at  the  reun- 
ion are  growing  well." 

Jocelyn  (Wilson)  Patenaude,  '60. 

celebrated  her  25th  anniversary  of 
graduation  from  nursing  at  Winnipeg 
General  Hospital  this  summer. 

Nicki  (McGibbon)  Douglas,  '61,  is 

chairman  of  the  "Stratford  Express,"  a 
Toronto-to-Stratford  champagne  din- 
ner and  silent  auction  via  coach  from 
Union  Station  to  kick  off  the  Stratford 
Festival's  production  of  "Kiss  Me  Kate." 

Nancy  A.  Eaton,  '61,  moved  from  Flor- 
ida where  she  lived  for  25  years,  to 
Lakefleld,  Ont.  Her  son.  Jack  Dennis,  is 
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attending  Lakefield  School.  Nancy  is  a 
student  at  Trent  University  studying 
toward  a  degree  in  business. 

Monica  (Dowse)  Wong,  '62,  is  moving 
back  to  Europe  Otaly  this  time)  for  3 
years  with  her  husband,  a  Captain  in 
U.S.  Navy,  and  daughter  Mamie,  17. 
She  Is  looking  forward  to  the  next  Reun- 
ion! 

Dora  Dempster,  "63,  is  director  of  the 
Learning  Resource  Centre,  Seneca 
College,  Toronto,  and  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Ontario  Library  Associa- 
tion Conference  on  "Marketing  Skills." 
Dora  enjoyed  The  Portal,  especially  the 
article  on  the  library.  She  also  was  quite 
surprised  to  see  the  1962  photo  of  her 
vaulting  prowess!  Dora  is  still  active  in 
sports,  including  golf  and  squash. 

Penny  (McDonald)  Richards,  '65,  is 

back  to  school  studying  interior  design 
at  the  International  Academy  of  Fash- 
ion and  Design. 

Zivia  Linder,  '66,  is  co-partner  in  a 
Personnel  and  Executive  Search  firm, 
Winnipeg. 

Laurie  (Myer^  Million,  'es.iswithnie 
Inn  at  Semi-Ah-Moo,  Atlas  Hotels,  as 
sales  manager  in  Vancouver. 

M.  Hilary  (Carter)  Alto,  '74.  and  hus- 
band Jussi  are  moving  to  Edmonton. 
On  May  12,  1988,  Kevin  Andrew  Alto 
was  bom,  a  brother  for  Jaime  an^ 
Owen. 

Judith  (Hollo)  Schmidt,  '75,  h^s  re- 
cently returned  to  Winnipeg  with  hus- 
band Brian  Schmidt,  aJfter  living  in 
Washington  D.C.  for  the  past  four  years 
where  Judith  worked  as  an  architect. 
Judith  and  Brian  have  a  son,  Gregory 
John,  bom  March  14,  1988. 

V.  Jane  (Dennis)  Smith,  '76,  is  mar- 
ried and  is  expecting  her  first  child  in 
November.  She  is  working  at  Guaranty 
Tmst,  and  is  a  member  of  the  "Aurora 
Club"  a  relatively  new  women's  club  in 
Winnipeg.  Jane  has  been  appointed  to 
the  board  of  the  Manitoba  Lotteries 
Foundation.  HusbandJlm  is  starting  a 
new  C.A.  practice  in  partnership  with 
one  other  person;  they  are  planning  to 
move  to  the  Morden-Winkler  area 
within  the  next  6  months.  Jane  plans  to 
retire  from  the  work  force  and  enjoy 
country  living. 


Judy  (Perepeluk)  Burrows,  '77,  and 

her  husband  were  posted  with  the 
R.C.M.P.  to  Cross  Lake,  Man.,  and 
have  one  year  left  before  another  move 
will  get  them  out  to  "civilization".  Then 
their  son  will  be  three  and  it  wUl  be  time 
to  start  to  look  for  schools  for  him. 
"Great  new  magazine.  The  Portal  I 
really  enjoy  reading  about  what  is  going 
on  at  Balmoral  Hall." 

Mary  Ann  Russell,  '77,  moved  to 
ExJmonton  in  April  and  is  currently  a 
writer/producer  at  CFRN-TV.  She  is 
getting  married  next  spring  ( 1 989) .  Her 
boyfriend,  Wendell  Tenore,  is  news 
editor  for  the  "competition,"  ITV  Eki- 
monton.  "I  know  there  are  other  Bal- 
moral Hall  alumnae  in  Ekimonton,  and 
I'd  love  to  hear  from  them!  P.S.  Mum 
and  Dad  are  very  happy  in  Victoria,  and 
will  become  grandparents  in  October! 
(my  brother's  baby,  not  mine)." 

Laurie  Pan,  '79,  was  married  in  1988. 

Wendy  Thompson,  '79,  is  working  as 
a  Ski  Patrol  12  months  a  year  at 
Blackcomb  Mountain.,  Whistler.  B.C. 
She  also  works  for  the  ambulance  serv- 
ice of  British  Columbia  part-time,  and 
does  auxllary  police  work  with  the 
R.C.M.P.  Wendy  is  enjoying  Whistler 
and  all  the  activities  that  go  with  it.  She 
has  been  there  for  seven  years  and 


plans  to  make  It  her  permanent  home. 

Lyala  Doucette,  '80,  traveled  with 
Conklln  Shows  for  5  years;  she  has  a 
three -year-old  son,  Norman.  Lyala  cur- 
rently works  as  a  receptionist/data 
processor  for  Ame's  Trailer  Sales. 

Susan  Pan  '80,  married  Danny  Der 
July  9th  1988. 

Marion  Morberg,  '81,  president  of 
Class  of  '81.  has  moved  to  20  HQlside 
Crescent,  Thompson. 

Gillian  McDonald,  '82,  married  Peter 
Quinn  in  Winnipeg  and  lives  in  Denver. 

KimFyles,  '84,  Winnipeg,  is  doing  very 
well  as  a  real  estate  agent  for  Quest 
Realtors. 

Mary-Lea  Horbay,  '84,  has  received 
her  B.Sc.  (Hon.)  degree  from  Queen's 
and  has  moved  to  Toronto  to  work  full- 
time  in  investments  for  Imperial  Life. 
She  loves  living  in  Toronto  but  still  Ukes 
to  come  and  visit  all  her  Winnipeg 
connections. 

Sarah  Kay,  '84.  graduated  Queen's 
B.A.  (Hon.)  this  year  and  is  going  on  to 
graduate  school  In  either  Law  or  Poli- 
tics. 

Jacqueline  Ross,  '84,  has  finished  her 
1st  year  in  Graphic  Arts  School  in 
Toronto  and  is  very  pleased  to  be  there. 

Ceills  Andison,  '85.  graduated  from 
Queen's  with  a  B.A. 

Ashleigh  Bar^field,  '85,  graduated 
from  Queen's  with  a  B.A.  and  is  cur- 
rently a  news  reporter  with  CKY-TV 
Winnipeg. 

An  update  on  the  Class  of  '86:  Kris 
Banerjee,  Nancy  Cipryk,  Susan  Hos- 
sack,  Cheryl  Melosky,  are  in  their 
third  year  arts.  Angela  Hilland  and 
Tamara  Moore,  are  in  Faculty  of 
Management,  Onalee  Hawkins  is  in 
drama,  Carol  McCullough  is  in  3rd 
year  Science — all  at  the  University  of 
Manitoba. 

Jill  Condra,  '86,  spent  2  months  trav- 
eling in  Hong  Kong,  China  and  Thai- 
land and  is  in  her  third  year  in  clothing 
and  textiles  at  the  University  of  Mani- 
toba. 

Nancy  Ellis,'86.  spent  the  summer  in 
Port  Carling,  Ontario  and  returned  to 
King's  College  in  Halifax  this  fall. 
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Josephine  Kati,  '86,  visited  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  in  the  West  I  ndies .  She  is  in 
first  year  at  Red  River  College  in  the  R.N. 
program.  She  is  also  a  nurse's  aide  in 
Golden  Links  Lodge  and  a  part-time 
medical  receptionist. 

Monica  Liscifeld,  '86,  moved  to  Van- 
couver and  is  attending  the  University 
of  British  Columbia. 

Leslie  Malkin,  '86,  after  a  summer  of 
Montreal  living,  is  back  for  her  third 
year  arts  at  the  University  of  Manitoba. 

Ruth  Morse,  '86,  is  in  her  third  year 
and  actively  involved  in  student  council 
management  at  the  University  of  Mani- 
toba. 

Paula  Mottley,  '86,  not  a  Chanel 
model  yet,  but  on  her  way.  Enjojang  a 
successful  time  modelling  locally.  Look 
for  her  on  the  fashion  page! 

Andrea  Baillie,  '87.  is  attending  the 
University  of  Saskatoon  in  a  double 
Honors  English  and  Theatre  progreun. 

Alexandra  "Alix"  Hersak,  '87,  is  in 

second  year  Arts  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  (Trinity  College). 

Sorrel  FitzSimon,  '87,  is  attending 
the  University  of  Manitoba  and  living  in 
University  College  residence.  She  is 
pursuing  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
in  microbiology. 

Balmoral  Hall's  1988  graduates,  36  in 
all,  are  attending  12  different 
universities:  Sarah  Andrusco,  Lisa 
Burron,  Bridget  Eldridge,  Jenny 
Hill,  Mamie  Hilland,  Jenny  Lamont, 
Carrie  Lazarenko,  Tina  Lee,  Carla 
Matthews,  Carole  Ann  Myers,  Catri- 
ona  Runcie,  Jennifer  Snodgrass, 
Sharon  Steiman,  Amy  Stuart,  and 


Andrea  Baillie 


Jacqueline  Vocadlo,  are  attending  the 
University  of  Manitoba. 

Margo  Adams  is  attending  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Dakota. 

Darlene  Andison  and  Eva  Shum,  are 
attending  the  University  of  Toronto, 
Jennifer  Buechel  and  Kristin 
Shanski,  are  attending  Queen's 
University,  Laura  Garrett,  is  attend- 
ing the  University  of  Winnipeg,  Noriko 
Hagiwara  and  Akiko  Koshio  have  re- 
turned to  Eiwa  School,  Japan, 
Christine  Hinchliffe  is  attending 
King's  College,  Ciissandra  Klayh, 
Patti  Kostuchuk,  Katherine  Mac 
Kenzie,  Andrea  Oberdieck,  Dawn 
Searle,  and  Carol  Wintemute,  are 
attending  the  University  of  British 
Columbia,  Tania  Kotelewetz,  is  at- 
tending Carleton  University  and  is  in- 
volved with  the  Page  Program,  Dena 
lAebrecht  and  Christine  Mclnnes  are 
attending  the  University  of  Western 
Ontario,  and  Elizabeth  Oliver  is  at- 
tending York  University. 

Former  Staff 

Mrs.  D.  V.  Joanne  Dingle,  writes  "My 
mother,  Leita  (McKibbon)  Kobold  was 

on  the  staff  of  Riverbend  from  Septem- 
ber 1930  until  June  1932  and  1  believe 
once  again  at  a  later  date.  She  passed 
away  this  past  January  in  Winnipeg, 
still  interested  in  the  'girls  of  Riv- 
erbend:' She  would  have  been  very  in- 
terested and  pleased  to  receive  The  Por- 
tal' 

Johanna  (Skaptason)  Wilson.  The 

school  wishes  to  thank  Jo  (Skaptason) 
Wilson  for  the  donation  of  a  Balmoral 
Hall  doll,  a  beautifully-detailed  replica 
of  the  school  uniform  of  the  late  forties 
and  early  fifties.  The  doll  can  be  viewed 
at  the  School. 
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Patrica  (Agnew)  Bourne,  Rupert's 
Land,  October  1988,  in  Victoria. 

Frances  (Oilman)  Leach,  Rupert's 
Land,  '31,  August  1988,  in  Winnipeg. 

Leita  (McKibbon)  Kobold,  Riverbend, 
former  staff,  January  1988,  in  Win- 
nipeg. 

Betty  (Mojffat^  Schtvarz,  Riverbend, 
'49,  September  1988.  In  Vancouver. 

Oeorgina  (Moore)  Rose,  Rupert's 
Land,  '35,  May  1988,  in  Calgary. 

Eleanor  (Riley)  Palmour,  Rupert's 
Land,  '36,  May  1988,  in  Calgary. 


BALMORAL  HALL 
SCHOOL 


Balmoral  Hall,  an 
independent  day  and 
boarding  school,  is 
strongly  committed  to 
providing  financial 
assistance  in  the  form  of 
scholarships  and  bursaries 
to  girls  currently 
in  grades  6-11. 

Scholarship  examinations 
will  be  held  Saturday, 
February  25, 1989 
at  the  School  or 
in  the  candidates' 
present  schools. 

Call  (collect)  for  Information,  or  write 
to:  Mrs.  Pam  McGhle,  Director  of 
Admissions  (204)  786-8643 
630  Westminster  Avenue,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba  R3C3S1 
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Jane  Staunton 

Tour  of  Winnipeg's  rich  architectural 
heritage  has  become  annual  event 


The  city  ofWinnlpeg  has  gained 
national  recognition  for  its 
rich  and  varied  mix  of  archi- 
tecturally-interesting homes 
and  public  buildings,  but  it 
took  the  enthusiastic  ladies  of 
the  Balmoral  Hall  Auxiliary  to 
turn  this  rich  resource  into  an 
event  that  could  function  as  a 
fundraiser  for  the  school  —  an 
annual  House  Tour. 

The  result  is  a  professionally- 
planned  event  with  an  appeal  that  has 
attracted  hundreds  of  interested  pa- 
trons who  are  given  the  opportunity  to 
view  both  public  buildings  and  private 
homes. 

"We  determined  early  on  in  the  plan- 
ning stages  that  the  tour  would  present 
a  mix  of  buUdings  from  public  to  pri- 
vate, from  grand  to  simple,  from  archi- 
tecturally-interesting to  historically- 
significant,"  explains  Jane  Staunton, 


Chairperson  of  the  House  Tour 
committee. 

The  tour  of  course  would  not  have 
been  possible  without  the  generous 
and  whole-hearted  support  of  home- 


owners whose  enthusiasm  and  co- 
operation earned  the  gratitude  of  the 
planning  committee. 

The  House  Tour  was  the  inspiration 
of  Jane  Staunton  who  had  been  in- 
volved in  one  of  the  oldest  House  Tour 
programs  in  Ontario  that  netted  over 
$15,000  annually  for  historic  restora- 
tion in  Port  Hope,  Ontario. 

"When  Ted  and  I  moved  to  Winnipeg 
we  were  Immediately  struck  by  the 
sheer  variety  of  architectural  gems  in 
the  city. 

"I  had  previously  been  aware  of  the 
national  significance  of  the  well-pre- 
served tum-of-the-century  architec- 
ture of  the  downtown  area,  particulary 
the  Exchange  district,  and  having  been 
involved  in  downtown  revitalization,  1 
was  impressed  by  the  restoration  ef- 
forts that  had  been  so  successfully 
carried  out." 

"But  it  was  with  even  greater  pleasure 
that  I  discovered  the  wealth  of  architec- 
turally-interesting houses  that  Win- 


The  Nellie  McClung  House  shares  many 
design  features  with  its  neighbors  on 
leafy  Chestnut  Street  but  is  a  particu- 
larly significant  house  both  because  of 
the  identity  of  its  ordinal  owner  and  the 
care  with  which  it  has  been  decorated. 
Nellie  McClung  was  a  noted  suffragette, 
social  reformer,  politician  and  novelist, 
and  the  home's  present  owner  has  re- 
stored her  home  as  a  tribute  to  this  inspi- 
rational woman.  Memorabilia  of 
McClung  fill  the  house.  Through  the 
picket  gate  is  an  era  of  Edwardian 
pieces  and  bric-a-brac,  books  by 
McClung,  and  original  brass  hardware 
and  maple  flooring.  The  kitchen  retains 
its  original  cupboards;  the  garden  is  a 
charming  retreat;  the  whole  is  a  Uving 
museum,  meticulously  restored. 
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nipeg  boasts:  from  the  humble  Red 
River  frame  construction  of  1854  Ross 
House  to  the  splendour  of  the  neo- 
Tudor  1920s  period;  from  the  tyndall 
stone  monumental  buildings  to  the 
contemporary  showpieces." 

The  1 988  House  Tour  spanned  a  wide 
spectrum  of  visual  treats  and  architec- 
tural eras:  pre-World  War  I,  '20s  neo- 
Tudor,  '60s  colonial  and  '80s  post- 
modem.  The  tour  included  the  homes 
of  Harvey  and  Sandy  Secter,  Edward 


and  Martha  Cowan.  Richard  and  Ellen 
Andison,  Dr.  Douglas  Luckhurst,(the 
Nellie  McClung  house),  Glen  MacAn- 
gus,  The  Royal  Winnipeg  Ballet  build- 
ing, the  new  Kinder- 
garten Centre  and 
Alkins  House  at  Bal- 
moral Hall. 

A  popular  addition 
to  the  1988  House 
Tour  was  the  Kinder- 
garten Centre  in 
Jimior  School  at  Bal- 
moral Hcdl. 

Dating  to  1929 
when  it  housed  all 
the  necessary  facili- 
ties for  Riverbend 
students,  the  Junior 
School  is  sUll  in  the 
forefront  of  educa- 
tion having  been  to- 


tally  re-designed  for  kindergarten  stu- 
dents. 

"Several  people  were  so  impressed  by 
the  new  kindergarten  facilities  they 
wanted  to  know  how  soon  they  could 
register  their  daughters!"  noted  Jane. 

The  design  boasts  reading  areas, 
teaching  centres,  computer  centres, 
locker  rooms,  and  extended-day  facili- 
ties, as  well  as  office  space  for  teachers. 
The  historic  half-timbered  gymnasium 
on  the  third  floor  remains  untouched. 

Due  to  the  efforts  of  an  energetic 
committee,  the  Auxiliary  which  pro- 
vided the  initial  seed  money  and  enthu- 
siastic support  for  the  project,  and  the 
many  volunteers  comprised  of  stu- 
dents, teachers,  parents,  and  "roped  in 
relatives,"  funds  will  be  available  to 
enable  some  well-deserving  girls  to  at- 
tend Balmoral  Hall  on  a  scholarship 
basis. 

"But  the  House  Tour  is  much  more 
than  a  fundraiser,"  noted  Jane.  "Each 
year  some  aspect  of  Balmoral  Hedl  has 
been  featured,  which  generates  inter- 
est in  the  school  and  is  a  means  of  intro- 
ducing the  school  to  the  larger  Win- 
nipeg community." 

The  tour  culminates  in  a  pleasant 
stop  in  the  School's  library  for  compli- 
mentary refreshments. 

The  Auxiliary  is  justifiably  proud  of 
its  accomplishments  and  already  has 
plans  underway  for  the  1989  House 
Tour.  See  you  there! 


Top  and  Centre:  1095  Wellington  Cres- 
cent (1929);  Front  facade  retains  origi- 
nal features  with  round-headed  mid- 
lioned  windows  and  grill  work.  Left: 
1015  Wellington  Crescent  (1928);  Gothic 
arches  and  half-timbered  gables  be- 
speak age,  tradition  and  affluence  in 
this  neo-Tudor  style — an  English  influ- 
ence in  a  Canadian  setting. 
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I     It  is!  The  p^pable  beauty  of  the 
I  ,  islands  will  continue  to  lure 
^  hordes  of  tourists  who  seek  their 
"island  in  the  sun"  but,  there  is 
another  Caribbean  which   is  now 
emerging  quietly,  something  all  Cana- 
dians shoiild  be  proud  of  for  they  share 
some  measure  of  this  success. 

Early  in  1988  we  were  approached 
and  asked  to  consider  a  communica- 
tions project  which  would  involve  the 
interviewing  of  some  40  members  of  the 
public  services  of  the  Eastern  Carib- 
bean countries. 

Our  mission  was  to  discover  the 
impact  of  the  Manitoba  Institute  of 
Management  (MIM)  Associates  Pro- 
gram on  the  public  services  of  these 
islands  and  to  portray  this  Program, 
both  in  words  and  by  photographs,  for 
the  governments  of  Manitoba  and 
Canada  and  the  individual  govern- 
ments of  these  is- 
lands. 

Now,  before  you 
say  "what  a  cushy 
job!'  let  me  teU  you 
that  for  the  next 
nine  months  we 
prepared  docu- 
mentation, re- 
search, completed 
our  five-week  visit, 
assimilated  inter- 
views and  photo- 
graphs, produced 
a  major  report  and 
then  wrote  and  co- 
ordinated a  12- 
page  brochure. 

Of  course,  it  was 
exciting,  stimulat- 
ing, and  one  of  the 
most  worthwhile 
public  relations 
adventures  I've 


(By  Joy  S.  9^c'Diarmid;  'S7 

had  the  pleasure  to  conduct  in  over  20 
years  in  the  profession.  And,  the  fact 
that  we  enjoyed  not  only  the  beautiful 
Caribbean  but  the  abundance  of 
warmth  and  companionship  of  those 
persons  we  interviewed  and  met  along 
the  way  will  be  a  cherished  memory  for 
some  considerable  time. 

Hie  International  Management  Asso- 
ciates Program  was  initiated  as  a  pUot 
project  in  1981  to  assist  organizational 
changes  by  providing  practical  hands- 
on  management  experience  for  senior 
civil  servants  from  ten  Eastern  Carib- 
bean countries. 

Hie  objective  of  the  program  is  to 
upgrade  the  management  skills  of 
these  officers  and  to  Improve  their  per- 
formance as  efficient,  effective  manag- 
ers of  change  in  an  environment  of  fast- 
paced  economic  and  social  develop- 
ment. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Govern- 


ment of  Manitoba,  co-ordination  and 
guidance  by  the  Manitoba  Institute  of 
Management  (MIM)  in  Winnipeg  and 
funding  support  from  the  Management 
for  Change  Program  of  the  Canadian 
International  Development  Agency 
(CIDA),  the  project  became  a  full- 
fledged  commitment  to  the  concept  of 
Management  for  Change  in  1985. 

The  overall  goal  of  the  program  is  not 
only  to  assist  these  Eastern  Caribbean 
countries  to  achieve  excellence  in  their 
public  services,  but  to  develop  struc- 
tures for  training  in  the  Caribbean 
region  with  emphasis  on  on-going 
training  and  self-reliance;  to  develop  a 
network  of  logistical  support  services 
for  personnel  training  in  the  region;  and 
to  develop  models  for  excellence  in  the 
public  service. 

Since  1985  the  program  has  devel- 
oped a  cadre  of  100  well-trained  man- 
agers at  senior  levels  in  the  public  serv- 
ices of  AnguiUa, 
Antigua,  British 
Virgin  Islands, 
Dominica,  Gre- 
nada, Montserrat, 
Nevis,  St.  Kitts,  St. 
Lucia,  and  St. 
Vincent. 

In  each  of  the 
years  since  1985. 
some  20  public 
servants  selected 
from  the  ten  is- 
land nations  of  the 
Eastern  Carib- 
bean have  been 
paired  with  Mani- 
toba civil  service 
officers  of  similar 
rank  and  with 
compatible  re- 
sponsibilities. 

In  the  spring  of 
each   year,  the 
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At  the  Montserrat  Training  Centre,  from 
Left  to  Right  Vema  West,  Chief  Training 
Officer:  Ermine  Spence,  OECS;  Joy  S. 
McDiarmid,  Public  Relations  Consult- 
ant; and  Claudia  RoacK  Training  Offi- 
cer. 


Caribbean  partner  spends  three  weeks 
in  Canada  in  a  program  featuring  man- 
agement theory  and  practice,  hands-on 
working  experience  with  a  Canadian 
partner,  and  planning  the  design  and 
implementation  of  a  specific  manage- 
ment project  in  his/her  home  country. 

Upon  return  to  the  Caribbean,  each 
management  associate  spends  the  next 
18  months  implementing  the  project 
with  on-going  support  from  his/her 
Canadian  partner.  Progress  on  the 
Caribbean  partner's  project  is  moni- 
tored and  assessed  and  a  critical  time 
in  the  project's  implementation,  the  Ca- 
nadian p>artner  joins  his/her  Carib- 
bean counterpart  for  one  week  to  lend 
assistance. 

The  projects  are  as  varied  as  the 
individual  countries  and  public  serv- 
ices officers'  needs.  These  projects 
range  ftxjm  the  development  of  day  care 
and  nursery  programs,  to  the  upgrad- 
ing of  secondary  school  systems,  to  the 
design  and  implementation  of  a  sys- 
tems approach  to  management  train- 
ing, to  developing  a  network  of  informa- 
tion on  small  business  within  the  Car- 
ibbean region,  to  the  actual  construc- 
tion of  a  fire  hall.  As  the  Caribbeans 
express  their  mission,  the  entire  thrust 
is  to  provide  self-sufficiency  through 
building  a  strong  managerial  base. 

As  the  program  evolved  in  each  of  the 
countries,  unexf>ected  and  critically 
important  results  were  achieved.  The 
most  Important  of  these  was  the  birth  of 
the  international  Management  Associ- 
ates Network,  an  organization  which 
links  past  and  current  participants, 
both  Canadian  and  Caribbean, 
through  an  exchcinge  of  information  via 
a  quarterly  newsletter  and  the  contin- 
ued mutual  offering  of  support  and 
assistance  flowing  between  these  ten 
Eastern  Caribbean  countries. 


This  Network  now  has  a  wide  variety 
of  managerial  skills  and  expertise 
which  can  be  shared  by  its  members  for 
the  benefit  of  themselves  and  their 
countries.  E^ch  person  in  the  Network 
strives  to  assist  his/her  country  to 
achieve  an  independence  suited  to  its 
own  character  and  the  inter-depend- 
ence of  tradition  and  talent  within  the 
E^astem  Caribbean  community. 

Our  function,  through  interviews 
and  photography,  was  to  convey  the 
major  and  tangible  impact  of  strong 
inter-island  communication  links  and 
the  inter-related  problem-solving  and 
fresh  project  initiatives  for  the  future. 

Over  our  five-week  island-hopping 
adventure  and  interview  afl:er  interview 
we  found  not  only  warmth  eind  recep- 
tion but,  more  important,  initiative, 
firmly-held  beliefs,  well-developed 
goals,  and  above  all,  pride  In  country 
and  a  vision  of  the  future. 

There  is  a  sense  of  oneness  in  their 
mission,  for  each  country  is  climbing 
the  same  ladder  and  they  have  become 
authors  of  their  own  future.  To  them, 
"it's  a  very  warm  feeling  knowing  that 
we  are  working  together  on  something 
here  in  the  Caribbean." 

E^ch  Caribbean  civil  servant  has  this 
innate  drive  to  Instill  a  sense  of  national 
pride  in  country  and  to  secure  for  his/ 
her  own  country,  as  well  as  the  region, 
a  social  and  economic  future.  To  them, 
the  program  has  provided  an  opp>ortu- 
nlty  for  exchange  of  experiences,  the 
crystallizing  of  management  concepts, 
and  the  realizing  of  new  possibilities. 

They  are  not  afraid  to  think  hard  ,  for 
that  brings  change  and  with  change 
one  moves  closer  to  the  realization  of 
personal  and  professional  dreams. 
Among  themselves  they  have  become  a 
professional  self-development  group  , 
and  their  Inter-lsland  activities  have 


generated  this  sense  of  oneness. 

E^ch  has  identified  that  the  road  to 
self-sufBciency  comes  with  the  build- 
ing of  credibility  within  themselves, 
and  they  are  growing  easier  about 
reaching  out  to  their  own  people.  As  one 
p>erson  expressed  to  us.  There  is  a 
great  potential  for  things  we  haven't 
even  seen  yet...." 

There  Is  a  dynamism  In  the  Carib- 
bean. You  can  feel  it.  And,  you  can  see 
it.  On-island,  inter-Island  Caribbean 
par-tners  of  the  project  are  addressing 
their  own  mission  statement  through 
corrmiltment  to  administrative  and 
regional  change  in  the  direction  of 
greater  island  self-sufficiency. 

This  project  began  for  us  as  just  that 
— a  project.  But,  it  was  so  much  more 
than  that.  There  is  a  beauty  about  the 
islands  and  its  peoples,  and  to  witness 
the  building  of  Caribbean  expertise, 
and  the  development  of  their  own  re- 
sources through  a  common  purpose,  is 
an  experience  not  soon  forgotten.  In 
fact,  we  stand  in  awe  of  their  people 
skills  and  the  ease  with  which  they  deal 
with  positive  change. 

As  Canadians,  we  are  extremely 
impressed  and  there  Is  a  respect  ac- 
corded to  our  country  that  no  other 
enjoys.  As  one  person  expressed, 
"Canadians  share  their  professional- 
ism and  their  expertise;  they  don't  tell 
us  what  to  do;  Instead,  they  provide  real 
help  and  they  leave  something  of  them- 
selves behind." 

JoyS.  McDiarmid,  a  1957 graduate,  has 
luorked  in  the  communications  field  for 
25  years.  Together  with  her  partner 
Dawn  M.  Hobnan,  who  accompanied 
her  in  this  Caribbean  adventure,  Joy 
operates  a  public  relations  consultancy 
called  ON-WORD.  Photographs  credited 
to  McDiarmid/ Holmart 
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Researching  the  family  tree 


By  Brenda  Halliday 


GENEALOGY  IN  ONTARIO:  Searching 
the  Records  (Revised),  Brenda  Dougall 
Merriman,  paperback  ISBN  1-55034- 
311-4  (Ontario  Genealogical  Society) 
1988. 

Have  you  ever  considered  research- 
ing your  family  tree?  Or  are  you,  al- 
ready bitten  by  the  family  history  Vi- 
rus,' deeply  immersed  in  research?  In 
either  case,  you  may  be  both  excited 
and  somewhat  daunted  by  Gerxealogy  in 
Ontario:  Searching  the  Records.  Origi- 
nally intended  as  a  companion  volume 
to  another  Ontario  Genealogical  Society 
publication  —  Some  Original  References 
and  Sources  for  the  FarrUly  Historian  — 

Brenda  Merriman's  book  was  ex- 
panded and  revised  when  the  earlier 
book  was  no  longer  available. 

It  does  not  pretend  to  be  an  introduc- 
tory book.  The  author  points  out  that 
there  are  many  other  books,  such  as 
Searching  Your  Ancestors  by  Gilbert 
Doane,  readity  available  for  those  just 
starting  to  trace  their  roots.  Nor  does  it 
go  into  detail  regarding  the  organization 
and  filing  of  family  records,  information 
which  can  be  found  in  Wright  and 
Pratt's  Genealogical  Research  Essen- 
tials or  Jonasson's  Untangling  the  Tree: 
Organization  Systems  for  the  Family 
Historian.  (For  those  who  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  computer  soft- 
ware available  to  genealogists,  the  au- 
thor recommends  Computer  Genealogy 
by  Anderek  and  Pence.) 

The  book  is  exactly  what  its  subtitle 
declares  it  to  be  —  a  guide  to  "searching 
the  records."  As  such,  it  would  prove  an 
invaluable,  comprehensive  guide. 

Merriman  is  well  qualified  to  act  as  a 
guide  through  this  labyrinth.  She  ac- 
quired first-hand  experience  in  search- 
ing documents  at  the  Pontifical  Insti- 
tute of  Medieval  Studies  in  Toronto 
while  pursuing  a  pxsst-graduate  degree 
in  philosophy.  A  member  of  the  Ontario 


GENEALOGY 
IN  ONTARIO: 

SEARCHING  THE  RECORDS 


BRENDA  DOUGALL  MERRIMAN 


Genealogical  Society  since  1979,  she  is 
both  a  Certified  Genealogical  Record 
Searcher  and  a  Certified  Genealogical 
Lecturer.  A  native  of  Thunder  Bay, 
Ontario,  she  was  educated  in  Mani- 
toba, graduating  from  Balmoral  Hall  in 
1956. 


Brenda  (Dougall)  Merriman 


Her  own  frustration  and  persever- 
ance are  evident  in  her  warnings  to 
unwary  researchers  about  pitfalls  such 
as  indexing  which  continues  on  subse- 
quent pages  (easily  missed),  or  errors  in 
which  first  and  last  names  have  been 
reversed! 

Before  you  can  embark  on  a  search 
for  your  family  roots,  it  is  necessary  to 
find  out  where  your  forebears  lived. 
Merriman  provides  helpful  maps  of  the 
counties  and  districts  of  Upper  Can- 
ada, Canada  West  and  Ontario. 

Among  the  records  discussed  are 
those  one  might  expect:  government 
vital  statistics,  census  returns,  land 
records,  church  and  cemetery  lists,  and 
immigration  records.  The  author  also 
includes  some  rather  unusual  sources: 
business  records,  occupational  histo- 
ries, prison  and  hospital  records. 
Educational  records  represent  an  im- 
portant source  of  information.  Year- 
books and  alumnae  newsletters  can 
provide  a  treasure  trove  of  biographical 
detail.  (I  suspect  that  the  alumnae's 
decision  to  transfer  Balmoral  Hall  rec- 
ords to  the  Provincial  Archives  of  Mani- 
toba would  meet  with  Mrs.  Merriman's 
hearty  approval.  The  archives  can  not 
only  preserve  the  records  safely,  but 
can,  through  organization  and  index- 
ing, make  the  records  more  accessible 
to  future  generations.) 

Brenda  Merriman  urges  searchers  to 
familiarize  themselves  with  the  records 
they  are  about  to  search.  Finding  aids 
and  indexes  to  various  collections  have 
often  been  prepared  by  archives  stalT. 
The  researcher  can  also  save  time  by 
taking  advantage  of  major  collections  of 
records:  the  National  Archives  of  Can- 
ada, the  Archives  of  Ontario  and  the 
collection  of  the  Ontario  Genealogical 
Society  Itself.  Maps  showing  the  major 
resource  centres  in  Toronto  and  Ottawa 
as  well  charts  and  sample  pages  of 
different  types  of  records,  are  provided 
in  the  book.  Resource  centres,  publish- 
ers, bibliographies  of  general  interest 
books  and  a  clear  concise  index  are  also 
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listed. 

Although  the  book  focuses  on  Ontario 
records,  it  would  be  valuable  to  many 
non-Ontario  residents  with  "ancestral 
roots"  in  the  province. 

For  those  who  tend  to  associate  gene- 
alogy with  pedigrees  of  United  Empire 
Loyalists,  Merriman  counters  with  a 
broader  view  by  providing  information 
on  tracing  roots  for  Russian,  European 
and  native  Canadians.  This  ethnic  di- 
versity is  reflected  in  the  motto  of  the 
Ontario  Genealogical  Society,  which 
translates  to  "Many  Ancestors,  Many 
Homelands." 

Genealogy  is  becoming  Increasingly 
popular.  The  author  suggests  that  re- 
searchers go  beyond  family  trees  to  fill  in 
the  details  of  a  family  history  which 
makes  "ancestors  'come  alive'  in  their 
contemporary  context."  She  also  urges 
genealogists  to  aspire  to  professional 
standards  in  their  research  and  in 
education:  "Let's  remember  to  prepare 
diligently,  ask  intelligent  questions,  and 
cite  and  acknowledge  all  sources." 

Brenda  Merriman's  book  made  me 
want  to  gather  a  clutch  of  family  names 
and  head  for  one  of  the  resource  collec- 
tions. Sometimes  clues  are  obvious  — 
on  the  gravestone  of  my  great- grandpar- 
ents in  Ardtrea,  Ontario,  is  engraved,  in 
much  larger  letters  than  the  surname 
'Millikln,"  the  inscription  "Natives  of  Ire- 
land." Sometimes  details  are  harder  to 
obtain.  Through  archival  indexes,  I  was 
able  to  locate  an  original  1700s  applica- 
tion for  land  along  the  Annapolis  River 
in  Nova  Scotia,  bearing  the  name  of  my 
husband's  great,  great,  great,  grandfa- 
ther. (Readers  with  Manitoba  roots  may 
wish  to  contact  the  Manitoba  Genealogi- 
cal Society  at  420-167  Lombard 
Avenue,  Winnipeg.) 

Genealogy  in  Ontario  is  certainly  not 
light  reading,  but  it  is  exciting  and  in- 
spiring. Armed  with  such  a  detailed 
guide  the  researcher  can  launch  into  his 
research  with  confidence.  There  is  real 
excitement  In  the  pursuit  of  this  kind  of 
information  and  a  feeling  of  recapturing 
history  when  one  actually  handles  an 
original  historical  document  with  the 
name  of  a  family  member. 
Recommended.  Brenda  (Millikin)  Halli- 
day,  Librarian,  Balmoral  Hall  School. 


Student  Fashion  Show:  a  harbinger  of  spring.  Watch  for  1 989  date! 


December  13,  1988 

February  25,  1989 
April  29,  1989 
June  12.  1989 
June  12.  1989 
June  14.  1989 


Christmas  Presentation.  Westminster  United 
Church. 

Scholarship  Day.  Balmoral  Hall  School 

Aioxillary  "Heather  Ball".  Westin  Hotel 

Alumnae  Tea,  Alkins  House 

Awards  Assembly.  Richardson  Hall 

Closing  Exercises.  Westminster  United  Church 
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Balmoral  Hall  School 

630  Westminster  Avenue 
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